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Art. I.—American Medical Association. Proceedings of the Tenth 
Annual Meeting, held at Nashville, Tenn., May 5 to 7, 1857. 


Tue Association met at 11 o’clock in the Representative Hall of the State 
Capitol, the President, Dr. Zina Pitcher, of Michigan, in the chair, and upon 
his right, Dr. W. K. Bowling, of Tennessee, one of the Vice-Presidents. Dr. 
Wm. Brodie, of Michigan, and Dr. R. C, Foster, of Nashville, Secretaries, 
were present. 

The meeting having been duly organized, the first business in order was 
stated by the Chair to be the reception of the report of the Committee of 
Arrangements. 

Dr. C. K. Winston, Chairman of the Committee of Arrangements, on 
behalf of the committee and of the medical profession of the city generally, 
extended a sincere and cordial welcome to the members of the Association, 
in a few pertinent and appropriate remarks, as follows :— 


Mr. Prestpent AND GENTLEMEN OF THE AmeRICAN Mepicat AssoctaTIoN : 
This, I believe, is the Tenth Annual Meeting of this Association. As 
Chairman of the Committee of Arrangements and Reception, I am charged 
with the agreeable duty of welcoming you to the State of Tennessee and the 
City of Nashville. I regret that I have not language to express this senti- 
ment with sufficient cordiality. I only add, gentlemen, in common phrase, 
“ You are more than welcome.” 

You are the representatives of a profession, distinguished alike for its 
antiquity, its scientific attainments, and its usefulness. It constitutes the 
true link between science and philanthropy—science and philanthropy, 
moral, intellectual, and shiyeieel. You come from every portion of this 
glorious republic—from the Kennebec to the Rio Grande—from orange 
groves and golden sands—from mountains clad in eternal snow, and valleys 
smiling in perpetual verdure. You come not for purposes of self-aggran- 
dizement or personal ambition, nor yet to advance the schemes of parties 
or stir up the antipathies of sections. ‘ You know no North, no South, no 
East, no West;” but you come as a company of philanthropists, a band of 
brethren, that you may pour the acquisitions of another year into a common 
treasury, ew side by side at a common altar, and drink the living water 
as it gushes from a common fountain. You have come to maintain the 
dignity, to elevate the ensign of a profession, to which you have devoted 
your lives, and to which you have linked your fortunes. 
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You are the cultivators of a profession eminently progressive, admitting 
to the fullest extent the spirit and genius of enterprise. So much may not 
be so fully said of others. Who could expect at this or any other day, to 
embellish the Commentaries of Blackstone, or improve the pleadings of 
Chitty, or repoise the scales pak yeon oe Where are the men with commis- 
sions never so divine, who would attempt to recast the logic which made 
Felix tremble, or adorn the doctrine of justifiegtion by faith? Who hopes 
now to shed additional light on the pathway to the skies, or sing in strains 
more immortal than the triumphs of the cross? Not so with Medicine, 
Yours is arising orb—magnificent in its proportions—while others have 
reached the zenith, yours has but begun to mount the heavens—while others 
have begun to fade, yours knows no eclipse nor decline. You revere the 
names of Hippocrates and Sydenham, of Brown and Cullen, with a host of 
others ; you treasure up their maxims, and admire the genius with which 
they struck out new truths, but you acknowledge no master, you fall down at 
the feet of no Gamaliel. You have come to the day of free thought, of free 
investigation, and free speech. You call in question the most hoary, as well 
as the most recent fact, and you are daily revealing, in floods of light, prin- 
ciples hid from the foundation of the world. 

ou are eminently the students of nature. While others may be led along 
dubious paths by mortal pedagogues, your teacher dwells in the realms of 
eternal light, and guides with hand unseen and unerring to essences and 
first causes. The formative crystal and germinal dot are alike transparent 
before you. You are taught the mysteries of the living principle; the scal- 
pel and retort are your companions, while you revel in the wonders of the 
microscopic world. You understand, somewhat, the laws by which a mote 
or a mountain is formed, a monad or a man is made. The spear of grass 
which lifts its head in the distant solitude, the lordly oak and imperial cedar, 
instruct you, while air, and earth, and sea, with the creeping multitude, yield 
treasures at your command. 

You are the veterans of a thousand battle-fields, not of mortal strife, where 
man meets man in sanguinary conflict; but where a secret and impalpable 
foe—a tyrant who has reigned from Adam till now—disposes his secret 
forees and directs their deadly shafts. When others have turned back 
affrighted and aghast, you, single-handed and alone, have met “‘the pestilence 
which walketh in the darkness,” and the destruction “which wasteth at 
noonday,” despoiled them of “the armor wherein they trusted,’ and have 
driven them ignominious from the field. 

Were the victories which you have won, the conquests which you have 
achieved known, you would be crowned with laurels more unfading than 
those which entwined the brows of Greek or Roman conquerors. 

But more and better than all, you are the lovers of your race, the friends 
of humanity. Scattered about pa this happy land, you emphatically “go 
about doing good.” Your hearts beat in unison with human woe—your 
ears are open to the cry of distress, whether it come from hovel or palace— 

ou ‘‘ wipe away the orphan’s tear and cause the widow’s heart to sing fur 
joy’—upon your heads daily descend “the blessings of those who were 
ready to perish.” 

To such a body of men thus actuated, thus coming, we extend a cordial 
welcome. We feel honored by your presence, and expect to be improved 
and elevated by your intercourse. We throw wide our doors and invite you 
to the hospitalities of our homes, and to the kinder affections of our hearts. 


Dr. Winston then proposed that the roll of delegates, who had registered 
their names, should be read. The roll having been called, it appeared that 
twenty States were represented. 

Upon the suggestion of Dr. C. K. Winston, our venerable fellow citizens, 
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Drs. Felix Robertson, John Shelby, and James Overton were made perma- 
nent members of the Association. 

The following list comprises the names of all delegates, permanent mem- 
bers, and members by invitation in attendance during the session :— 


Connecticut,—Charles Hooker. 

New Hampshire.—Adoniram reg 

New York.—James R. Wood, D. M. Reese, Geo. N. Burwell, Alden March, 
Samuel St. John. 

New Jersey.— Richard M. Cooper, S. W. Butler. 

Pennsyloania.—R. Dunglison, B. F. Schenck, ree Wister, P. Cassidy. 

Georgia.—flenry F. Campbell, C. R. Walton, N. F. Powers, A. H. Means, 
Joseph P. Logan, M. H. Oliver, Thomas 8S. Powell, J. Gordon Howard, R. 
l. Arnold, Geo. P. Padleford, Pike Brown, Jesse Boring. 

Alabama.—G. M. Merriweather, W. P. Reese, A. f. Alexander, S. W. 
Clanton, W. H. Thornton, P. C. Winn, T. Stith Malone, W. J. Bass, G. D. 
Norris, J. F. Sowell, J. W. Morris. 

Tennessee. —Frank A. Ramsey, James Rodgers, R. 0. Currey, B. B. Lenoir, 
J. L. C. Johnston, J. M. Boyd, Geo. R. Grant, T. A. Atchison, S. S. Mayfield, 
J. D. Kelley, T. L. Maddin, J. D. Winston, J. E. Manlove, G. A. J. Mayfield, 
Richard Owen, W. P. Jones, J. P. Ford, Robert C. Foster, Jno. H. Callender, 
Jno. Ht. Morton, A. H. Buchanan, James W. Hoyte, N. C. Perkins, J. Ber- 
rien Lindsley, C. K. Winston, Paul F. Eve, W. P. Moore, Milo Smith, Wallace 
Estill, B. W. Avent, H. H. Clayton, H. M. Whitaker, H. B. Malone, T. M. 
Woodson, A. B. Ewing, Robert Martin, W. K. Bowling, P. 8. Woodward, R. 
F. Evans, Thomas Lipseomb, M. Ransom, J. A. Long, Jno. M. Watson, W. 
D. Haggard, Jno. 8. Park, D. B. Cliff, T. G. Kennedy, T. R. Jennings, lra 
Conwell, J. S. Burford, W. H. Childress, W. A. Cheatham, J. F. Towns, J. 
M. Brannock, B. C. Jillson, P. W. Davis, G. F. Smith, W. D. Senter, J. W. 
McNutt, R. G. P. White, J. P. Epperson, 8. L. Wharton, T. C. Marrell. 

Louisiana.—S. 0. Scraggs, Robert A. New, Cornelius Beard, E. D. Fenner. 

Kentucky.—Samuel Annan, R. W. Gaines, J. B. Flint, J. W. Singleton, 
R. J. Breckinridge, 8. C. Porter, W. S. Chipley, S. M. Bemiss, L. e Ray, 
W. A. Atchison, E. G. Davis, L. E. Almon, Jno. T. Fleming, C. P. Mattingby, 
D. W. Yandell. 

Indiana.—W. H. Byford, W. W. Hitt, Isaac Mendenhall, T. Bullard, N. 
Johnson, Calvin West. 

Illinois —J. C. H. Hobbs, A. H. Luce, James M. Steel, E. K. Crothers, T. 
K. Edmiston, W. A. Hillis. 

Missouri.—S. Pollak, E. 8. Fraser, Jno. 8S. Moore, C. A. Pope. 

Michigan.—A. B. Palmer, L. G. Robinson, Zina Pitcher, W. Brodie, L. H. 
Cobb, M. Gunn, Lewis Davenport, P. Cline, M. D. Stebbins. 

Jowa.—Asa Horr, Wm. Watson, D. L. McGugin, J. C. Hughes. 

‘ Ohio.—Henry F. Koehne, J. M. Mosgrove, B. 8. Brown, D. Ferris, A. W. 
Munson. 

Wisconsin.—Hays McKinley, J. K. Bartlett. 

South Carolina.—E. R. Henderson, M. 8. Moore, R. W. Gibbs, R. S. Bailey. 

Mississippi.—¥. B. Shuford, J. 8. Cain, J. T. Lowe. 

Arkansas.—F. Grundy McGavock. 


The President then stated that it was customary to take a recess of fifteen 
minutes in order that the different State Delegations might appoint a member 
to serve on the Committee on Nominations, and the Association took a recess 
accordingly for that purpose. 

At the expiration of the recess the Association was called to order, and the 
State Delegations then reported their choice respectively of delegates to serve 
on the Nominating Committee, which was constituted as follows :— 








ed, 





324 American Medical Association. [July 


Connecticut, Chas. Hooker; New Hampshire, A. Smalley ; Indiana, W. W. 
Hitt; Wisconsin, J. K. Bartlett; New York, Jas. R. Wood; Michigan, A. 
B. Palmer; Missouri, J. 8. Moore; Illinois, T. K. Edmiston; Kentucky, R. 
J. Breckinridge; Arkansas, F. G. McGavock; Ohio, B. 8S. Brown; South 
Carolina, R. W. Gibbes; Alabama, W. P. Reese ; Mississippi, F. B. Shuford; 
New Jersey, R. M. Cooper; Louisiana, S. O. Scruggs; Pennsylvania, P. Cas- 
sidy ; Georgia, Thos. 8S. Powell; Tennessee, J. B. Lindsley: Iowa, Asa Horr. 

On motion of Dr. Hooker, of Connecticut, it was resolved that the Presi- 
dent, Dr. Pitcher, be now requested to deliver his annual address.* 

On motion of Dr. Flint, of Ky., the thanks of the Association were ten- 
dered to the President for his very able address, and the same was referred 
to the Committee on Publication. 

The chairman of the Committee of Arrangements announced that the ses- 
sions of the Association would be from 9 A. M. to 2 P. M. 

Judge Catron, of the U. 8S. Supreme Court, being present, was invited to 
a seat on the stand. 

The Nominating Committee then retired for the purpose of nominating 
officers for the ensuing year. 

The report of the Committee on Publication being called for, it was read 
by Dr. Caspar Wister, of Pennsylvania, and, on motion, was accepted and 
referred to the committee on publication. 

Dr. Wister also read his report as Treasurer, which was received and 
adopted. 

On motion of Dr. Flint, of Ky., Dr. R. T. Fleming, of Ky., was admitted 
as a member of the Association by invitation. 

The Committee on Prize Essays being called upon to report, requested 
further time, because of the late hour at which the essays were handed in, 
which was granted. 

The President informed the Association that Dr. F. Campbell Stewart, of 
New York, Dr. Alden March, of New York, Dr. Isador Gluck, of New York, 
and Dr. Pancoast, of Penn., had been appointed to represent this Association 
in foreign scientific bodies. 

The Committee on Medical Education was called, but made no report.¢ 

The Committee on Medical Literature was ealled ; no report. 

The Committee on Medica! Topography and Epidemics being called, a 
communication from Dr. J. C. Watson, of Maine, was read, asking for further 
time to make a report, which was granted. 

Dr. Arnold, of Georgia, offered the following resolution, which was adopted : 

Resolved, That the Committee on Nominations be constituted a standing 
committee during the present session of the Association, to which shall be 
referred all business of the Association on which an immediate vote is not 
required, 

Dr. Jas. Mauran, of the Committee on Medical Topography and Epidemics 
for Rhode Island, being called for, the Secretary read his apology, which 
was accepted. 


* For want of space we are compelled to omit this address at this time. [Ed. 
Med. and Surg. Reporter. ] 
+ Received after the adjournment. 
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Dr. Peregrine Wroth, of same committee for Maryland, sent in his report, 
with accompanying reports of Drs. A. M. White and Edmund E. Waters, 
which were received and referred to the Committee on Publications. 

Dr. W, L. Sutton, of same committee for Kentucky, sent an apology, and 
asked for further time, which was granted. 

The members of the same committee for the States of New Hampshire, 
Vermont, Massachusetts, New York, New Jersey, Pennsylvania, Delaware, 
Virginia, District of Columbia, South Carolina, North Carolina, Tennessee, 
and Minnesota being called, no reports were made. 

The delegates from Connecticut and Louisiana being absent for the time, 
the consideration of their reports was postponed until to-morrow. 

A report from Dr. J. F. Posey, of Georgia, was presented by Dr. Arnold, 
and subsequently withdrawn by him for the purpose of preparing an abstract 
of it. 

The Committee on Nominations then appeared, and through their chair- 
man, Dr. J. B. Lindsley, reported the following officers of the Association 
for the ensuing year, viz :— 

President.—Dr. Pau F. Eve, of Tennessee. 

Vice Presidents—R. J. Breckinridge, of Kentucky, D, M. Reese, of New 
York, W. H. Byford, of Indiana, and Henry F. Campbell, of Georgia. 

On motion of Dr. Arnold, of Georgia, the report was accepted. 

The chairman stated that the secretaries will be selected when it is ascer- 
tained where the next meeting of the Association will be held, 

Dr. Wister, of Pennsylvania, moved that a committee of three be appointed 
by the President to conduct the newly elected officers to the chair, which was 
carried. 

The President appointed as such committee, Drs. Wister, Arnold, and 
McGugin. 

The President elect being absent, the Association adjourned to meet at 9 
o'clock A. M,, to-morrow. 


SECOND DAY. 
Nasuvitie, May 6, 1857. 

The Association met pursuant to adjournment. The minutes of yesterday 
were read and adopted. 

The committee appointed on yesterday, Drs. Wister, Arnold, and McGugin, 
were then requested to conduct the newly elected officers to their respective 
seats. 

Dr. Eve, of Tennessee, in taking the chair, addressed the Association in a 
few pertinent remarks, as follows :— 

Gentlemen of the American Medical Association: It is with deep emotion 
that I attempt to return you my heartfelt thanks for this distinguished honor. 
In elevating one so unworthy of this station, so ill-prepared to preside over 
your deliberations, or carry out the great designs of this body, I must express 
the apprehension that you have done yourselves injustice, and, it may be, not 
advanced its best interests. But, believing that this office should neither be 
sought nor declined when tendered, as it has been, after my State had de- 
clined to take any part in the nomination of a presiding officer, I enter upon 
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the discharge of its onerous duties with much diffidence, and shall have fre- 
quent occasion to throw myself upon your considerate indulgence. 

We are engaged, gentlemen, in a good and noble work. Life, the greatest 
of human blessings, and health, the sweetest stimulus to earthly enjoyments, 
are our end and aim. We live to secure the one and to preserve the other. 
To promote these all important objects, the medical profession of our country 
have, during the past twelve years, annually appointed delegates to assemble 
and counsel how this may be effected. And we are here to-day on one of 
these great festive occasions, and, amidst our mutual congratulations, these 
glorious reunions of good-will and fellowship among the brotherhood, must 
not forget that to us is committed the health and lives of others. In main- 
taining the honor and increasing the usefulness of medical science, we be- 
come the best contributors to the welfare and happiness of those around us. 
You have come up hither from the North and from the South, from the 
East and from the West, and have done well neither to count the cost nor 
calculate the sacrifice ; for the cause in which you are engaged is worthy 
of you. You present again the sublime spectacle of brethren from all 
sections of this widely extended Union, congregated to devise the best means 
to relieve suffering humanity ; and may I not add we are here with 


“Our souls by love together knit, 
Cemented, mixed in one ; 
One hope, one heart, one mind, one voice.” 

Dr. Winston, of Tennessee, read the names of additional delegates to the 
Association. 

Dr. Hooker, from the committee on Medical Topography and Epidemics 
for the State of Connecticut, being called on for his report, arose and ex- 
plained that it was his understanding that the committee were to have three 
years in which to make their report, and at the end of that time be would 
either be prepared or ask the indulgence of the Association for further time. 

The President, under a resolution passed at the last meeting, appointed 
Drs. Currey, Grant and Evans, a committee on Voluntary Contributions, 

Reports now being in order, the report of Dr. Posey, of Georgia, was called 
for; Dr. Arnold, of Georgia, read an abstract of the report of Dr. Posey; 
all of which, on motion of Dr. Palmer, of Michigan, was referred to the 
Committee on Publication, under a suspension of the rule. 

On motion of Dr. Wood, of New York, the reports which were presented 
yesterday were also referred to the Committee on Publication, under a suspen- 
sion of the rule. 

The State of Ohio being called upon for a report upon its Medical Topo- 
graphy and Epidemics, the Secretary read an apology from Dr. G. Menden- 
hall, who asked further time in which to make a report, which was granted. 

The States of Mississippi, Missouri, Michigan, Illinois, Indiana, Wiscon- 
sin, Iowa, California, and the U. 8. Navy, being called, no response was 
made, 

A telegraphic despatch from Dr. J. M Sims, of New York, who was to 
report on the Treatment of the Results of Obstructed Labor, was received 
and referred to the appropriate committee. 

A communication was received from the Southern Methodist Publishing 
Ilouse, inviting the members of the Association to visit that establishment, 
which was accepted. 

A communication was read by Dr. Lindsley, of Tennessee, from the Medi- 
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cal Association of Washington City, inviting the National Association to 
hold their next annual meeting in that city. On motion, the communication 
was referred to the Committee on Nominations. 

A resolution was offered by Dr. Bartlett, of Wisconsin, tendering a vote of 
thanks to the late President, Zina Pitcher, for the able manner in which he 
has presided over the deliberations of this body, which was unanimously 
adopted. 

The Reports of Special Committees for 1856-7, being next in order, they 
were called in order as follows :— 


Inflammation—Its Pathology, etc.—Dr. E. R. Peaslee, Maine; asked further 
time. Referred. 

Anatomy and Histology of the Cervix Uteri.—Drs. H. Hutchinson and Charles 
E. Isaacs, New York ; no report. 

Treatment of Cholera.—Dr. J. Taylor Bradford, Kentucky ; no report. 

Treatment best adapted to each variety of Cataract, etc.—Dr. Mark Stephen- 
son, New York; further time asked. Referred. 

Causes of the Impulse of the Heart, etc.—Dr. J. W. Corson, of New York ; 
a comenerenren was received, and on motion of Dr. Brodie, he was con- 
tinued. 

Causes of Infant Mortality, ete—Dr. D. Meredith Reese, of New York, 
me an abstract of his report, which was referred to the Committee on Pub- 
ication. 


The venerable Dr. Shelby, of Tennessee, being present, was invited to a 
seat on the stand. His appearance was warmly acknowledged. 
Dr. Hobbs, of Illinois, offered the following resolution :— 


Resolved, That a committee on Essays (not including Prize Essays) be 
appointed, to whom all essays prepared for publication by this Association 
shall be referred, which committee shall transfer to the Committee on Publi- 
cation all Essays they judge worth publishing. That said committee on 
essays, make a full report of their proceedings to the Association at its next 
annual session ; provided, authors of rejected essays being informed of said 
rejection hy said committee, shall have the privilege of withdrawing their 
essays from the report of the committee to the Association. 


On motion of Dr. Palmer, of Michigan, the resolution was indefinitely 
postponed. 

The Secretary read a protest signed by Drs. Richard Arnold, J. Gordon 
Howard, Pike Brown, and Geo. P. Padleford, against admitting the delegates 
from Oglethorpe Medical College, as follows :— 

Nasuvitie, May 6, 1857. 


The undersigned, members of the American Medical Association, protest 
against the admission of delegates from the Oglethorpe Medical College of 
Savannah, on the ground that it is not a regularly organized college, it being 
a matter of public notoriety in Savannah, that during neither of the two 
sessions of its existence, have all the chairs been regularly filled. During its 
first session the chairs of Physiology and Materia Medica were not filled, ex- 
cept by a very few lectures, by the gentleman appointed to them, and the 
same thing occurred during its last session as to the chairs of Materia Medica 
and Chemistry. All of which is respectfully submitted. 

Ricnarpv D. Arnotp, M. D, 
J. Gorpon Howarp, M. D. 
Pixe Brown, M. D . 
Geo. P. Papterorp, M. D. 
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After several resolutions were offered and some discussion, 

On motion of Dr. Palmer, the whole subject was referred to a committee 
of three to be appointed by the chair. 

Dr. Brodie, of Michigan, moved as an amendment, that no Faculty Mem- 
ber of a Medical College be appointed upon the committee, which was 
accepted by the mover. 

The Chair appointed as such committee, Drs. Wister, of Penn., Bemiss, of 
Ky., and Gibbs, of South Carolina. 

Dr. Felix Robertson, the oldest physician in Tennessee, being present, was 
invited to a seat on the stand. He was greeted with marked consideration 
by the Association. 

The Committee on Nominations was convened to transact important busi- 
ness. 

The calling of Special Committees was resumed : — 


Spontaneous Umbilical Hemorrhage, etc.—Dr. J. Foster Jenkins, New York. 
Further time asked. Referred. 

Use of Instruments in Obstetrical Practice—Dr. Henry Carpenter, of Penn- 
sylvania. No report. 

Measures to be adopted to Remedy the Evils existing in the present mode of 
holding Coroners’ Inquests.—Dr. Alexander J. Semmes, of D.C. Report pre- 
sented, the following resolution attached :-— 

Resolved, That committees of three, in each State, Territory and the Dis- 
trict of Columbia, be appointed, and that said committees be, and they 
are hereby authorized in the name of this Association, to memorialize 
their respective Legislatures to pass such laws as will best carry into effect 
the objects of the foregoing report. 


The report was referred to the Committee on Publications, and the accom- 
panying report adopted and referred to the Committee on Nominations. 


True Position and Value of Operative Surgery, etc.—Dr. J. B. Flint, of 
Kentucky. Further time asked; granted. 
Causes and Cure of Indigestion, ete.—Dr. G. Volney Dorsey, of Ohio. No 
report. 
‘Vedical Jurisprudence of Insanity, ete.—Dr, C. B. Coventry, of New York. 
Further time granted. 
Human, Animal, and Vegetable Parasites.—Dr. Joseph Leidy, Pennsylvania. 
No report. 
Value of strict attention to position in the Treament of Diseases of the Abdo- 
men.—Dr. M. D. Darnall, Indiana, No report. 
Milk Sickness.—Dr. George Sutton, Indiana. No report. 
Blending and Conversion of the Types of Fever —Dr. Ulark G. Pease, Wis- 
consin. Communication sent, but not received. Postponed. 
Best Substitutes of Cinchona, ete-—Dr. B. 8. Woodworth, Indiana. No re- 
ort. 
- Use of Cinchona in Malarious Diseases.—Dr. Franklin Hinkle, Pennsyl- 
vania. Report furnished. Referred to Committee on Publication. 
Nervous System in Febrile Disease.—Dr. Henry F. Campbell, Georgia. 
Verbal abstract of report given. Referred to Committee on Publication. 
Laws Governing the Absorption and Deposit of Bone.—Dr, Jno. Neill, Penn- 
sylvania. No report. 
Intimate Effects of Certain Toxicological Agents in the Animal Tissues and 
Fluids.—Dr. John W. Green, New York. No report. 
Intimate Structure and Pathology of the Kidney.—Dr. Charles E. Isaacs, New 
York. Further time granted. 
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Diseases Incidental to Emigrants, etc.—Dr. Israel Moses, New York. No 
report. 

Etiology and Pathology of Epidemic Cholera.—Dr. T. W. Gordon, Ohio. 
Partial report presented and referred. 

Excretions as an Index to the Changes going on in the System.—Dr. H. A. 
Johnson, Illinois. No report. 

Remedial Effects of Chloroform.—Dr. D. D. Thompson, Kentucky. No re- 
port. : 

Best Method of Causing an Increase in the number of Essays, etc-—Commit- 
tee: Drs. Leidy, Wood, and Meigs, Pennsylvania. “No report. Committee 
continued. 

Changes produced in Composition and Properties of Milk, etc—Dr. N.S. 
Davis, Illinois. Communication read and further time granted. 

Stomatitis Materna.—Dr. McGugin, Iowa. Further time granted. 


An abstract of the report of Dr. Fenner, of Louisiana, upon the Medical 
Topography of that State, was then read and referred. 

Dr. Singleton, of Kentucky, offered the following resolution, which was 
unanimously adopted :— 


Resolved, That in the death of Dr. Grafton, of Mississippi, the American 
Medical Association has lost a talented and useful member, and society a 
benefactor. 


On motion of Dr. Whitaker, of Tennessee, Dr. H. Ronalds was expelled 
from the Association for giving certificate contrary to the rules of the Asso- 
ciation. 

Dr. Caspar Wister, Chairman of the committee upon the admission of the 
delegates from Oglethorpe Medical College, reported as follows :— 


Dr. W. Benson asserts that for the past session the Oglethorpe school has 
been fully organized, that six professorships have been regularly filled, and 
that the occupants of these chairs have ong in the constant fulfilment of 
their duties, except in cases of illness; such instances having, however, at 
no time interrupted the regular course of lectures, the professor absent having 
had his place supplied by his colleagues. The seventh chair is admitted to 
have been vacant; the duties were discharged, however, fully by other mem- 
bers of the faculty. 

Dr. R. D. Arnold prefers no charges beyond those admitted above. 

Therefore, your Committee finding nothing that infringes upon the strict 
letter of the law of the American Medical Association, in reference to the 
admission of members, we recommend that all further action in this question 
be suspended. 

Caspar WIsTER, 
R. W. Grapes, 
A. M. Bemiss. 


The Secretary read the following preamble and resolutions, which were 
unanimously adopted :— 


Whereas, It has pleased God to remove by death our fellow-member, 
Robert M. Porter, and because of his devotion to the interests of the Profes- 
sion of Medicine, and his steady support of the American Medical Associa- 
tion, 

Resolved, That this Association learned with unfeigned sorrow of his de- 
cease ; and that they have lost a firm and intelligent supporter, and society a 
benefactor and friend, 
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Dr. T. Bullard, of Indiana, offered the following :— 


Resolved, That in the death of Dr. John L. Mothersett, this Association 
has lost a useful member, and society a benefactor. 

The Secretary read a communication from the Connecticut Medical Society, 
asking that the time for holding the meetings of the Association in northern 
cities be changed to a later period in the year. Referred over to the next 
meeting by the Constitution. 

Adjourned to meet at 9 o’clock A. M. to-morrow. 


THIRD DAY. 
Nasnvitie, May 7, 1857. 


The Association met pursuant to adjournment. The minutes of yesterday 
were read and approved. 

Dr. Hoyte, from the Committee of Arrangements, read the names of addi- 
tional delegates to the Association, who had arrived since the meeting of the 
Association yesterday. 

The Secretary read a communieation from Dr. Clark G. Pease, of Wiscon- 
sin, which accompanied his report on “ Blending and Conversion of the 
Types of Fever.” 

Dr. Hooker, of Connecticut, moved that the report be referred to the Com- 
mittee on Voluntary Contributions. 

Dr. McKinley moved to amend by having a portion of the report read, 
which was lost, and the motion recurring to refer the report, it was carried. 

Dr. Currey, from the Committee on Voluntary Contributions, submitted 
the following report, which was accepted :— 

The Committee on Voluntary Contributions has examined the following 
papers, and recommend them for publication in the Transactions of the Asso- 
ciation :— 

Ist. A new Principle of Diagnosis in Dislocations of the Shoulder Joint. 
By L. A. Dugas, M. D., Professor of Surgery in the Medical College of 
Georgia, Augusta; accompanied by four photographic plates illustrating the 
principle. 

2d. Medical Statistics of Washington Territory. By George aaron M.D., 
U. S. A., embracing, lst. Geological Divisions of the Territory; its Geology, 
Meteorology, Fauna. 2d. White population and its diseases. 3d. Native 
population; Diseases; Medical Practice; causes of their rapid disappear- 
ance; concluding remarks. 

3d. Medical Flora of Washington and Oregon Territories. By J. G. 
Cooper, M. D. 

All of which is respectfully submitted. 

R. O. Currey, 
R. T. Evans, 
Geo. R. Grant. 


Dr. Yandell offered the following resolution :— 


Resolved, That this Association reaffirm the principle respecting the rights 
of constituent bodies, announced in a report contained in Volume V. of its 
Transactions, in the following terms :— 

“The Faculty of every Medical College shall have the privilege of sending 
two delegates to this Association, provided, that the said Faculty contain not 
less than six Professors, who give one course of instruction annually, of not 
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less than six weeks, on Anatomy, Materia Medica, Theory and Practice of 
Medicine and of Surgery, Midwifery, and Chemistry; and also, that said 
Faculty requires that its candidates for graduation, among other requisites, 
shall have attended two fall courses of lectures, with an interval of not less 
than six months between them, one of which courses must have been in their 
Institution.” 


Dr. Breckinridge in the Chair. 

Dr. Buchanan proceeded to discuss the resolution, and, at the close of his 
remarks, moved to lay it on the table, which was subsequently withdrawn. 

Dr. Boring offered the following resolutions in lieu, which he proceeded to 
discuss :— 


Resolved, That this Association has not the power to control the subject of 
Medical Education. 

Resolved, That the great objects of this Association are the advancement of 
Medical Science, and the promotion of harmony in the profession. 

Resolved, That the attempt upon the part of this body to regulate Medical 
Education, having most signally failed in its object, and already introduced 
elements of discord, any further interference with this subject would not 
only be useless, but calculated to disturb and distract the deliberations of 
this Association. 


Dr. Currey offered the following resolutions in lieu of the whole :— 


Whereas, The subject of Medical Education has been committed at each 
annual Session to Standing Committees, and various suggestions have been 
proposed, which the Association has adopted, and recommended to private 
instructors and to the Medical Colleges: 

Resolved, That a committee of five be appointed by the Committee on 
Nominations, as a Special Committee, to be composed of members who are 


in no respect connected with a | Medical School, to devise a System of 


Medical Instruction, to be presented for the consideration of this Association 
at its annual Session in 1858. 

Resolved, That the proposed system shall set forth a uniform basis, upon 
which our Medical Institutions shall be organized, as well as have reference 
to the best mode of securing the Preparatory Medical Instruction to the 
student, and that consequently the legitimate subjects to be embraced in 
said system, will include Primary Medical Schools—the number of Profes- 
sorships in Medical Colleges, the length and number of terms during the 
year, the requisite qualifications for graduation, and such other subjects of 
a general character as to give uniformity to our medical system, and preserve 
harmony and friendly intercourse in the ranks of the profession. 

Resolved, That, upon the adoption of the proposed system by the Associa- 
tion, all institations which may conform to it shall be entitled to representa- 
tion at the annual sessions of this Association, and none others. 


The subject was farther discussed by several members of the Association. 

Dr. Reese, after some remarks, moved the indefinite postponement of the 
whole subject; which was lost. 

Dr. Arnold moved the previous question, whieh was lost, and the discus- 
sion proceeded at considerable length, when 

Dr. Hooker moved the previous question on the resolutions of Dr. Currey. 

The reading of the various resolutions being called for, they were read to 
the Association. 

The motion of Dr. Hooker being in order, the previous question was called, 
and the resolutions of Dr. Currey were adopted. 
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Dr. Lindsley, from the Nominating Committee, submitted the following 
report :— 

P Secretaries—Robert C. Foster, of Tennessee, A. J. Semmes, of Washington 
ity. 

Treasurer—Caspar Wister, of Philadelphia. 

For the next place of meeting, Washington City. 

Stanpine Commirrees.— Committee of Publication.—Francis G. Smith, of 
Philadelphia, Chairman; Caspar Wister, of Philadelphia; R. C. Foster, of 
Nushville; A. J. Semmes, of Washington City; Samuel L. Hollingsworth, 
of Philadelphia; Samuel Lewis, of Pennsylvania; H. F. Askew, of Delaware. 

Committee on Prize Essays.—Grafton Tyler, of Georgetown, D. C., Chair- 
man; J. C. Hall, of D. C.; J. F. May, of D. C.: Thomas Miller, of D. C.; 
A. J. Semmes, of D. C.; Joshua Riley, of D. C.; W. J.C, Duhamel, of D. C. 

Committee of Arrangements.—Harvey Lindsley, Chairman; W.J.C. Duhamel, 
Cornelius Boyle, P. IH. Coolidge, G. M. Dove, A. Y. P. Garnett, Wm. P. 
Johnson, of D.C, 

Committee on Medical Education.—G. W. Norris, of Philadelphia, Chairman; 
A. fl. Luce, of Illinois; E. R. Henderson, of South Carolina; G. R. Grant, 
of Tennessee; T. S. Powell, of Georgia. 

Committee on Medical Literature —A. B. Palmer, of Detroit, Chairman; 
A. F. Alexander, of Alabama; J. M. Mosgrove, of Ohio; P. Cassidy, of 
Pennsylvania; S. Pollak, of Missouri. 

Vacancies in Committee on Medical Topography and Epidemics.—T. B. Shu- 
ford, to fill the vacancy caused by the death of Dr. Grafton, of Mississippi ; 
C. W. Parsons, to fill the vacaney caused by the resignation of Joseph Mauran, 
of Rhode Island. 

Sreciat Committees.— Spontaneous Umbilical Hemorrhage of the newly born, 
—J. Foster Jenkins, of New York. 

Influence of Marriages of Consanguinity upon Offspring.—Dr. Bemiss, of 
Kentucky. 

Functions of Different portions of the Cerebellum.—E. Andrews, of Illinois. 

Causes of the Impulse of the Heart and the Agencies which Influence it in 
Health and Disease.—J. W. Corson, of New York City. 

Treatment of the Results of Obstructed Labor.—J. Marion Sims, of New 
York. 

Treatment best adapted to each variety of Cataract, with the Method of Opera- 
tion, place of Election, Time, Age, ete.—Mark Stephenson, of New York. 

Human, Animal, and Vegetable Parasites.—Joseph Leidy, of Philadelphia. 

Best Substitutes for Cinchona and its Preparations in the Treatment of 
mittent Fever, eic.—B. 8S. Woodward, of Indiana. 

Intimate Structure and Pathology of the Kidney.—Charles E. Isaacs, of New 
York. 

Etiology and Pathology of Epidemic Cholera.—T. W. Gordon, of Ohio. 

Inflammation of Cervix Uieri.—Henry H. Miller, of Louisville, Kentucky. 

On Milk Sickness.—W . H. Byford, of Indiana. 

Best Means of Causing an Increase of the Number of Essays.—Drs. Leidy, 
Wood, and Meigs, of Pennsylvania. 

Changes produced in Composition and Properties of Milk.—N. 8. Davis, of 
Illinois. 

Stomatitis Materna.—D. C. McGugin, of Towa. 

On Criminal Abortion, with a view to its General Suppression.—H., N. Storer, 
of Boston. 


The committee recommend that the committee ordered by the adoption of 
the resolutions accompanying Dr. A. J. Semmes’ report, be filled by the 
several State Societies. 
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On motion of Dr. Brodie, amended so as to refer the same to the officers 
of several State Societies. Carried. 

The committee also recommend the amendment of the third article of the 
Constitution, in relation to meetings, by inserting after the words “ first 
Tuesday in May,” the words, or the first Tuesday in June, and also by insert- 
ing after the words ‘‘shall be determined,” the words, with the time of 
meeting. 

Special Committee on the Present State of Science, as regards the Pathology 
and Therapeutics of the Reproductive Organs of the Female.—D, Fordyce 
Barker, of New York. 

On Moral Insanity.—D. M. Reese, of New York. 

On Calculi and the Diseases of the Urinary Organs in Iowa, Minnesota, and 
Nebraska.—Dr. J. C. Hughes, of Keokuk, Iowa. 

On the Nature, Tendency and General Treatment of Syphilitic Bubo.— Moses 
Gunn, of Detroit, Michigan. 

Organic Chemistry—its Progress and Relations to Physiology and Pathology. 
—Professor Samuel St. John, of New York. 

On Medical Education.—(By Dr. Currey’s wee James R. Wood, of 
New York; Geo, R. Grant, of Memphis, Tennessee ; John Watson, of New 
York; ©. B. Nottingham, of Macon, Georgia; R. La Roche, of Philadel- 
phia, Pennsylvania. oy ‘ 

To fill a Vacancy in the Committee on Medical Topography and Epidemics. 
—Dr. J. L. Cabell, of Charlottesville, Virginia. 

Dr. March moved that the Report of the Nominating Committee be taken 
up, and each subject to which it refers be considered separately, which mo- 
tion prevailed. That portion relating to nominations was then adopted. 

The place of the next annual meeting of the Association being the next 
subject in order, after some discussion, on motion of Dr, March, the report 
of the committee was adopted. _ 

Br. Lindsley moved that, as Dr. Semmes, one of the newly elected Secre- 
taries, was absent, Dr. Brodie, of Michigan, be elected Secretary pro éem., 
which was carried. 

Dr. Piteher offered the following resolution, which was unanimously 
adopted :— 

Resolved, That a committee of three be appointed, of which the President 
of the Association shall be chairman, to communicate with the Surgeon- 
General of the Army, the chief of the Medical Bureau of the Navy, and the 
Secretary of the Treasury of the United States, with a view to secure the 
concurrence of these departments of the Federal Government, so that its 
contributions to the Medical Topography, the Vital Statistics, and the Sani- 
tary Police of the nation may be made tributary to the labors of this Asso- 
ciation. 

The Chair appointed as such committee, Drs. Z. Pitcher, of Michigan, and 
R. H. Coolidge, of Kansas. 

Dr. Bowling, Chairman of the Committee on Prize Essays, submitted the 
report of said Committee, as follows :— 

The Committee on Prize Essays report that four essays have been received, 
each possessing great merit. , 

The Committee selected the following two Essays for the two prizes, pro- 
vided for at the last meeting of this Association: — 
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Ist. One entitled “‘ The Excreto-Seeretory System of Nerves. Its relation 
to Physiology and Pathology,” with the following motto :— 

** Observation becomes Experiment when used in severe processes of Induction,” 
and signed Ilenry Fraser Campbell, Georgia. 

2d. ‘* Experimental Researches relative to the Nutrition, Value, and Physi- 
ological Effeets of Albumen, Starch, and Gum when singly and exclusively 
used as Food,” with the following motto :— 

“* Quin sequimur? quove in jubes? ubi ponere sedis ? . 

“ Da Pater augurium, atque animas illabere nostris !” and signed, William 
A. Hammond, M. D., Assistant Surgeon, U. 8S. Army. 

The President read an invitation to the members of the Association to 
visit the University of Nashville in its miljtary, literary, and medical depart- 
ments. 

The Committee on Voluntary Contributions reported in favor of the pub- 
lication in the Transactions of the Association of the following paper: “On 
the Blending and Conversion of Types in Fever,” by C. 8S. Pease, M. D., of 
Wisconsin. The report was adopted. 

Dr. McMurray offered the following resolution, which was adopted :— 

Resolved By this Association, that the Committee on Publications be in- 
structed to append the Code of Ethics of the American Medical Association 
to each volume of its present and future Annual Transactions. 

The amendments to the Constitution, proposed by Dr. Stocker, of Pa., at 
the last annual session, were taken up and laid on the table. 

Dr. Lindsley offered the following amendment to the Constitution, which 
was seconded by Dr. Gunn :— 

“Tn Art. II, omit the words ‘ Medical Colleges,’ and also the words, ‘The 
Faculty of every regular constituted Medical College, or chartered School of 
Medicine, shall have the privilege of sending two delegates.’ ” . 

The amendment lies over until the next meeting of the Association, under 
a rule of the organization. 

On motion of Dr. Palmer, the resolutions reported at the last annual 
meeting of the Association, by the Committees on Plans of Organization for 
State and County Medical Societies, were taken up and adopted. 

The following resolutions were offered and adopted :— 

By Dr. Pitcher— 


Resolved, That the members of this Association, as recipients of the cor- 
dial, generous, and elegant hospitalities extended to them by the profession 
and the citizens of Nashville, in placing on record an expression of thanks 
for the social amenities they have enjoyed during its tenth annual session, 
wish also to leave behind them the assurance that the recollection of their 
short sojourn in Tennessee will be cherished as dearly as the remembrance 
of the far-off sound of water by the exhausted and way-worn traveller. 


By Dr. Means— 

Resolved, That the earnest thanks of this body be presented to the autho- 
rities of the State and City, who have tendered this magnificent State Capitol 
for their sittings during the present session. 

By Dr. Currey— 

Resolved, That the thanks of the Association be tendered to the reporters 
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of the City press for the accuracy and promptness with which they have 
reported the proceedings of the Association, and to the publishers, for the 
liberal supply of their morning papers during the sessions of the Association. 


By Dr. Wister— 

Resolved, That the thanks of this meeting be presented to Dr. Wm. Brodie 
for the efficiency with which he has discharged his duties of Secretary. 

By Dr. Byford— 

Resolved, That the State and County Societies throughout the Union be 
requested to recommend their members to purchase the Transactions of the 
American Medical Association, and that their officers act as agents for the 
same. 

On motion of Dr. Gunn, of Michigan, the Association recognized the pre- 
sentation of a pamphlet, by Henry Fraser Campbell, M. D., claiming “ Pri- 
ority in the Discovery and Naming of the Excito-Secretory System of 
Nerves.” 

On motion of Dr. Byford, the Association then adjourned sine die. 





Art. II.— Vaccination. By L. A. Smira, M. D., Newark, N. J. 


I HAVE recently looked over the proggedings of the late meet- 
ing of the Medical Society of New Jersey, and the interesting 
address of the President on revaccination, and have amused my- 
self in jotting down my own experience, which I send you. If 
my paper is worth anything, publish it; if not, light your fire 
with it. 

I was vaccinated in 1810, had a moderately sore arm, from 
which matter was taken to vaccinate others. My first exposure 
to smallpox was, as far as I know, about twelve years after, when 
I had commenced the practice of medicine, and from which I 
escaped. At that time I vaccinated my first child, and revaccinated 
my wife and myself. With me the virus took but little effect, 
and soon passed off. My wife had a pustule not unlike other 
vaccine pustules at first, but more readily forming a scab, which 
was gradually enlarged to the size of a shilling, and was a long 
time in healing. This effect I have often noticed since, in other 
patients. She was vaccinated when an infant, in the year 1802, 
by the late Dr. Abram Clark of this city, and I have heard the 
Doctor say, was the first person vaccinated in this State; and 
that he obtained the virus from Dr. Benj. Waterhouse, of Cam- 
bridge. My child, vaccinated at the same time with myself and 
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wife, had the kine-pock perfectly, as did several other children, 
proving the purity of the virus. Two years afterwards, having 
occasion to vaccinate my second child, I revaccinated all the mem- 
bers of my family. The infant took the disease and passed regu- 
larly through it. All the rest of us escaped with a slight local in- 
flammation for afew days. I pursued this course in my family at 
intervals of two to four years, till all of my children, six in number, 
had passed the ordeal, and all in my opinion were secure against 
smallpox. Some of them had small pustules, and in one instance 
a bad sore, which was long in healing. To prove that the vacci- 
nation has not worn out, I have only to state, that I am very 
frequently attending smallpox, and that my son, the second in the 
list above mentioned, has been seven years in the practice of 
medicine, and has been often exposed to smallpox in its most 
virulent form, among the poor of the city, as Ward Physician, 
and we have both escaped. 

That vaccination disarms smallpox of its virulence, reducing it 
to the mildest form of varioloid, even after the contagion is in the 
system, has been verified}in my experience in no less than four 
instances. In all of them, I knew the patients must have been 
thus exposed for some days, one six, and by vaccination they all 
passed safely through the disease with but little fever and short 
confinement, and fewer pustules than I have ever seen in any 
other case of varioloid. 

From my experience thus stated, in part, I have formed the 
following opinions :— 

Ist. That a perfect vaccination affords a perfect protection from 


smallpox, during life, and that if this be done in all instances soon 


after birth, smallpox may be eradicated, as Dr. Jenner supposed it 
would be. 

2d. That in many subjects one vaccination is sufficient to eradi- 
cate the susceptibility to smallpox, while in others two and some- 
times more are required, and therefore it is important to revacci- 
nate as long as an impression can be made. This in families can 
be done as it was in my own, as new members are added to their 
number. 

8d. That vaccination will protect the life, and greatly mitigate 
the distress of a patient who has already taken the smallpox, if 
done in time to allow the first disease to pervade the system. 
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4th. That the common idea that the sorer the arm, from vacci- 
nation, the better the protection, is a mistake, and that a very 
small pustule which goes through the regular stages and produces 
a constitutional effect about the 9th day, is more generally per- 
fect, than one that produces great inflammation, pain and swelling 
of the limb, and affecting the glands. Indeed I am always sus- 
picious of a case where this has occurred, and take an early 
opportunity to revaccinate, and have often had my suspicions 
verified by a good pustule. 

5th. That the virus should always be taken before the areola 
forms, if taken from the pustule, and with great caution, as it does 
in some instances interfere with its progress. My own practice 
has been to save the scab and insert it in a pulverized form, by 
means of Fancher’s Vaccinator, which is a very convenient instru- 
ment, and saves much time, and never produces unnecessary in- 
flammation. 

6th. That the virus should never be taken from any but healthy 
infants of healthy parents, and then there is little danger of pro- 
pagating any other disease, as many think may be and often is 
done. 

7th. That eruptions often occur after the most careful vaccina- 
tion, and are owing to some peculiar idiosyncrasy, although the 
friends of the patient believe that it was owing to the virus. 
Hence the importance of the last rule, which may save the phy- 
sician from blame. 

8th. That a small scar with pits or indentations around its 
border is a much better evidence of the perfectness of vacciua- 
tion, than a large, smooth and glossy one, though many think 
that the bigger the scar the better the vaccination. 

9th. In revaccinating a patient who has a good scar, if the 
matter produce inflammation and itching for a few days and then 
dries up, I infer that the first vaccination was perfect. If it do 
not produce any other effect than is common to a slightly abraded 
surface, I infer that the virus is not good, and immediately make 
another attempt with a new supply. 

I could illustrate all these opinions, by reference to cases under 
my own experience of 36 years, were it worth my while to write, 
or yours to print them. In this time I have vaccinated many 
thousands, and have been a careful and interested observer, and 
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have yet to hear of the first instance of any case of varioloid or 
smallpox in a person vaccinated by me satisfactorily, except the 
four already mentioned, and if these crude thoughts assist any of 
the junior members of the profession in their search after the 
better way, I shall be more than satisfied. 


As an addendum to the above remarks-of Dr. Smith, we here 
insert a partial report of a discussion of the subject of vaccina- 
tion at the last meeting of the Medical Society of New Jersey. 
The president addressed the Society on the subject of vaccination’ 
upon which an animated, interesting, and useful debate arose, 
led off, we believe, by Dr. J. Henry Clark, of Newark. We 
requested, from all who participated in the debate, an outline of 
their remarks, but have failed to receive responses from all. As 
we took no notes at the time, we will not trust our memory in 
an attempt to quote the remarks of those who have not furnish- 
ed us with an outline of their remarks. 


Dr. Ryerson did not wish to take up the time of the Society 
by discussing the theories upon the subjects of vaccination and 
varioloid. Zhe facts upon them were so contradictory as to pre- 
vent accurate deductions ; so contradictory as to prove the inac- 
curacy of the observations upon which some of them were 
founded. 

He was inclined to the opinion, hattever, that one perfect vac- 
cination was an effectual safeguard against variola, and varioloid 
also; and that modified smallpox was a consequence of imperfect 
vaccination, that the exceptions as to protection, were owing toa 
cause analogous to that productive of varioloid, and even conflu- 
ent smallpox, in those who had once been subjected to the 
disease. 

Upon one point raised in the address, viz: the actual occur- 
rence of varioloid in the subjects of vaccination, he remarked 
that it was possible that in some cases there might have been an 
error in diagnosis. He had recently seen a case which the attend- 
ing physician pronounced varioloid, but which he supposed to be 
ecthyma. The considerations in favor of varioloid, were, the 


' See Reporter for March, 1857, page 140. 
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appearance of the eruption on the face and scalp, contrary to the 
ordinary character of ecthyma; the umbilicated appearance of 
some of the pustules; the attendant sore-throat ; the remarkable 
pain inthe back; and the appearance of the disease at a proper 
period after first wearing a new cloak which had been bought in 
New York, and was the only known, probable, source of con- 
tagion. 

On the other hand, in favor of ecthyma, were the absence of 
pustules from the fauces; the large size of the pustules; their 
situation on anu elevated, circumscribed, hard, dark-red base, on 
which, in some cases, two or three pustules would be crowded; 
the very different degrees of advancement of pustules adjoining 
each other, and the probable causes of ecthyma, to wit; preg- 
nancy, and exposure to great and sudden changes of temperature, 
whilst engaged in salting provisions in a warm kitchen and a 
damp cellar. This case ought never to furnish any conclusion in 
reference to the protective efficacy of vaccinia, even admitting 
that that was perfect. 

In regard to the continued occurrence of the disease in the 
cow about which Dr. Clarke had inquired, he frequently saw on 
the hands of milkers, pustules resembling vaccinia, but had never 
had an opportunity to test whether they arose from Jenner’s true 
or spurious cow-pox, but that he would send a scab to the gentle- 
man who would have ample opportunities to test its virtues. 

In regard to what might be called the malignant vaccinia which 
occurred so generally a few years ago, the antivariolous value of 
which had been doubted, he would say that he had, in very many 
instances, failed to produce vaccinia in the subjects of it, although 
he had never seen any of them exposed to variolous contagion. 

One practical deduction was to be made from all that had been 
said, viz: the importance of careful observations accurately 
recorded, and published, in regard both to varioloid and vaccinia. 


Dr. BUTLER said that it was unfortunate that an idea had taken 
hold of the public mind which was calculated to shake their confi- 
dence in the efficacy of vaccination. The consequence was the unne- 
cessary loss of many lives every year by smallpox. He holds the 
public press responsible for many of the heretical notions that pre- 
vail in the community concerning medicine, and this among others. 
He thought that editors of newspapers often travelled a good 
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way out of the line of their legitimate duties, when they en- 
deavored to instruct the public on the subject of medicine. He 
instanced the recent asseverations going the rounds of the papers, 
that two grains of extract of belladonna dissolved in an ounce 
of cinnamon water, would make a medicine whose miraculous 
power was such, that two drops, taken every morning, was a 
“sure preventive” of scarlet fever. Many persons treasure up 
these would-be sage observations, and in time of need, bring forth 
their medical scrap books, and assume responsibilities that an 
intelligent medical practitioner would shrink from. Thus every 
few years an erroneous statement started some time ago, to the 
effect that the protective power of vaccination “runs out” every 
seven years, takes a fresh turn through the newspapers, and gives 
hundreds of victims to smallpox. 

Dr. B. did not hold the profession altogether guiltless in this 
matter, as they seem sometimes, impliedly, at least, to uphold 
these mistaken notions. He believes the following to be the true 
position for the profession to take on the subject of vaccination, 
for he believes it is fully borne out by observation and experi- 
ence :— 

1. Vaccination, properly performed, is positively and perma- 
nently protective against smallpox, as much so as the disease 
itself. 

2. Vaccination is too often improperly performed, either by 
its being done by incompetent persons, by inattention on the 
part of the physician, or by incompleteness in the performance 
of the operation. It should always be performed by a physician, 
who should not be satisfied with a single insertion of matter, but 
continue inserting it until it fails to cause a sore. 

3. According to his experience and observation the “epidemic 
constitution of the atmosphere,” or whatever it may be that 
favors the epidemic prevalence of smallpox, will favor the success 
and the efficacy of vaccinations. It was his experience the past 
winter, when an epidemic influence in favor of smallpox pre- 
vailed in Burlington, to an extent that, but for the protection 
afforded by vaccination, would have desolated the city, that 
vaccinations almost always succeeded, and re-vaccinations in most 
instances gave rise to very sore arms, and sometimes to consider- 
able constitutional disturbance. This state he regards as bearing 
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the same relation to vaccinia that varioloid does to variola, and 
he would call it the vaccinoid disease. He believes that those who 
are susceptible to this aborted vaccinia were not thoroughly vacci- 
nated primarily, and were liable to an attack of varioloid. 

It must be the experience of most physicians, as it certainly 
has been his, when there is no epidemic influence at work, to 
find it often very difficult to succeed in attempts at vaccination. 
Sometimes it will not take at all, and at others not until several 
attempts have been made. 

There is scarcely any office performed by the physician so 
thankless as that of vaccination, and few that really give him 
more annoyance. Some people regard it as a humbug, and a 
plan on the part of the physician to make a fee where he can get 
one in no other way. Others think that the doctor has no busi- 
ness to charge for vaccinating a child where he officiated at its 
birth. Altogether, the task is a troublesome and thankless one, 
and one for which the operator seldom gets paid. 

In Dr. B.’s opinion, the duty of vaccination should be enforced 
by law, and no child should be allowed to enter a public school, 
who cannot exhibit proof that vaccination has been properly per- 
formed, and this proof should be by written certificate from the 
physician. 

Dr. B. further supported his view of the different degrees of 
protection afforded by thorough and careless vaccination, by 
referring to some cases that came under his observation in a 
single family the past winter, and which he had detailed in full 
in his report to the Standing Committee of the Society, to be 
presented at this meeting.’ 


Dr. I. P. CoLEMAN remarked that the conclusions to which he 
had come, from limited personal observation, and the recorded 
experience of the profession, are :— 

1. Vaccination in many cases is a protection for life. 

2. In others a protection for a limited period, 

3. In others, again, only an immediate partial protection. 

4. These results do not depend particularly upon the manner 
in which it has been done, nor upon the functional modifications 
effected at the period of puberty. 


! For a report of these cases, see the Reporter, for March of this year, page 163. 
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The virus of variola or vaccinia can only affect the living 
organism through its affinity for certain molecular arrangements 
of matter therein to be found, with which it is capable of com- 
bining and producing a chemico-vital action usually developed 
in the skin. In some this primordial assemblage of atoms does 
not exist, and such subjects are insusceptible to the action of the 
virus of either variola or vaccinia during their lives. In others 
this arrangement of matter does exist, and the application of 
either virus excites an action which wholly decomposes every 
vestige of its special atomic grouping, entirely exempting the 
patient from future invasions of those poisons. 

Again, the introduction of such poisons in others, produces but 
a partial decomposition of the above designated matter (owing, 
perhaps, to a peculiar state of health), leaving them liable to 
subsequent similar, but not identical phenomena, This remain- 
ing matter, like canceror other malignant combinations of atoms, 
has the power of reproduction, hence a system may respond to 
the contagion of variola or vaccinia at a later period, which, at an 
earlier, was insusceptible to their influence. 

This view appears to harmonize the conflicting opinions of 
physicians upon the perfection or imperfection of the manner in 
which vaccination had been originally performed. It also corrects 
the unphilosophical expression that vaccination runs out of the 
system, when, in fact, the liability to its action has been repro- 
duced by the growth of matter for which it has affinity. 

As we have no positive physical signs to determine the extent 
of these changes in individual cases, the practical conclusion is 
therefore evident, that our protection against variolous diseases 
depends upon the repetition of vaccination at seasonable intervals, 
say ten or twelve years. 

Examples. Of 180 patients equally exposed to the variolous 
contagion, 120 were immediately vaccinated. 

In some of the cases it was a primary application, but second- 
ary in much the greater number. Twenty of these had the initia- 
tory fever, accompanied in some with a very minute miliary 
rash, without pustulation. Two children, aged six and eleven, 
vaccinated in infancy, but not re-vaccinated at this time, passed 
through the usual stages of varioloid. Reproduction of suscept- 
ibility before the age of puberty! Of sixty patients relying on 
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the protection of previous smallpox by inoculation, fifteen pustu- 
lated more or less, and one confluent case terminated fatally. Re- 
production of susceptibility subsequently to the action of variola 
in the system! Showing the incompleteness of smallpox itself as 
a positive protection, and the necessity of vaccination even in 
such cases. 


Dr. BATEMAN stated that during a practice of about thirty 
years, he had never seen a genuine case of re-vaccination, 
although he had attempted in very many instances to produce it. 
It is true that he has been able very frequently to effect an 
inflammation from the virus inserted, but in every instance want- 
ing in the marks of the genuine cow-pox or vaccination. The 
inflammation would too early supervene, attended with an unna- 
tural itching of the parts, and an irregular base, which passed on 
more rapidly through its different stages than the natural disease. 

Dr. B. is thoroughly convinced that re-vaccination is unneces- 
sary to protect against the variola, where it has been properly 
communicated in the first instance. He believes that vaccination 
once effected, will forever remain in the system, protecting it 
against that loathsome disease, the smallpox. But in order to be 
genuine, the subject must be free from all cutaneous affections, 
and disease of whatsoever kind, when the virus is inserted. He 
has known children vaccinated when they were suffering from 
sore ears and ophthalmia, produced from teething, which bore the 
marks of being genuine, but producing no protection, and he has 
reason to believe that many parents vaccinate their own children 
when such a state of things exists, being unwilling to pay the 
regular fee, and many of such are exposed in after life, and con- 
tract the variola, which has resulted in bringing the subject of 
vaccination into disrepute. 

If a law could be passed prohibiting every person but regular 
physicians from vaccinating under a penalty, Dr. B. thinks we 
should soon hear no more arguments in favor of re-vaccination. 
He is fully aware that some of these views conflict with others, 
still they are his honest convictions. 


The discussion was further carried on by Drs. Clark, J. H. 
Phillips, Pennington, and J. B. Coleman. 
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Art. III.—A Case of Puerperal Peritonitis, Complicated by Scarlet 
Fever. By Dr. C. T. Bonsaut, of Trenton, N. J. 


May 4. Mrs. —— had been in labor 48 hours; I found her 
in an exhausted condition, the child born and dead;.her pains 
had been very frequent and powerful, the labor having been 
retarded by an undilated os uteri. 

5th. She had a quick moderately full pulse, and complained 
of pain and soreness in the abdomen, with shooting pains in her 
back and limbs; tongue slightly coated. 

6th. High fever, severe headache, foul tongue, extreme nausea 
and constipation of the bowels, intense pain in the abdomen with 
tenderness on pressure and considerable distension. 

7th. Bowels opened by cathartics, pain continues, distension 
increasing, pulse full and strong, tongue red and dry, darting 
pains through her head, limbs and back, fever very high. 

8th. Eyes bloodshot, soreness and redness about the fauces, 
difficulty of swallowing, skin red and congested, pulse full and 
very quick, distension and soreness of abdomen decreasing, no 
appearance of milk, lochia abundant, excessive thirst and rest- 
lessness, says her abdomen feels better. 

9th. Skin completely covered with a bright scarlet rash, fauces 
swollen and painful, skin hot and dry, pulse very quick, pain in 
abdomen gone, distension slight, bowels freely opened, lbchia 
sufficient, passes water without pain or difficulty, although little 
atatime. The intestinal disease appears to have subsided or is 
entirely masked by the scarlatina. 

10th. Dr. John McKelway saw her with me; tongue red, dry 
and trembling, rash fading, rather dark on the lower extremities, 
pulse full, quick and open, no soreness in the bowels on pressure, 
distension not apparent, bowels opened moderately. 

11, Fever moderate, tongue red and trembling, no tender- 
ness apparent on pressure upon the abdomen, rash almost disap- 
peared, swelling, with heat, redness and pain commencing in her 
finger joints and about the ankles. 

12th. Dr. McKelway saw her again; she appeared decidedly 
better, fever abating, no soreness or distension about the bowels 
more than has been for the last three days; tongue slightly coated, 
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swelling and soreness about the joints increasing, mind calm and 
rational, pulse full and exhibiting considerable strength, breath- 
ing full and free, some desire for food. 

13h. All the symptoms of peritonitis returned with increased 
violence, pain and tenderness in her abdomen, much distension, 
pulse very frequent and small, fever gone, surface moist and 
clammy, low delirium, involuntary evacuations. 

14th, 9 A. M. Enormous distension of the abdomen, involun- 
tary evacuations and regurgitation of dark fetid matter—died at 
3 P. M. A post-mortem showed evidences of inflammation in- 
volving the whole of the abdominal cavity and its contents. 

This case has several points of interest connected with it: first, 
there was an open, rapid, and well marked development of peri- 
tonitis in the progress of which scarlet fever exhibited itself, 
then an apparent cessation of the peritoneal disease, while the 
eruptive fever ran its course; after the latter began to decline 
the former again showed itself and progressed to a fatal termina- 
tion. The different stages of the diseases were well marked and 
distinct; there was no tendency shown for one to mingle with the 
other. 





Art. IV.—A Report of Four Puerperal Cases. By S. C. THorn- 
TON, Jr., M. D., Moorestown, N. J. 


THERE being but little less difference of opinion, in regard to 
what is, and what is not puerperal fever, than in what consists its 
proper treatment—for the same case has been considered by some 
as hysteritis, by others as tympanites, as enteritis, or by others as 
peritonitis, &¢—I have denominated the following as puerperal 
cases, the applicability of which broad term no one can doubt—not 
being convinced myself, of a sufficient similarity of the symptoms 
of the four following cases, to consider them positively the same 
affection. Nos. I. and HI. I should consider rather rare cases of 
pucrperal fever, for they had not its peculiar symptoms—the chill 
followed by fever, morbid heat and dryness, and excessive abdo- 
minal tenderness—they had, however, towards the close the fre- 
quent pulse. These two cases also remind me of a case reported 
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by Dr. Wallace, to the College of Physicians of Philadelphia, 
who, like myself, was struck by the extreme mildness in his case, 
of all the symptoms which are most characteristic of puerperal 
fever, and believed that its termination would be favorable. 
(Med. Surg. Rep., vol. ix. page 541.) All of these were robust 
women, had had one or more children previously—had arrived 
at the full period of utero-gestation, and were delivered after 
natural and non-protracted labors, during which nothing un- 
favorable happened. 

January 11. No. I. Atat. 25, 2d labor. Found os uteri fully 
dilated, and membranes protruding. Uterine contractions very 
feeble. After waiting for some time for its increase, I let off the 
waters; this not having much effect, I gave her a small dose of 
ergot, which did its duty well, and in two hours after, the child 
was born alive and well. On 14th, she complained of nausea 
and griping pains, which we thought might be the effect of a 
purgative she had taken on the day before. I could not detect 
the slightest abdominal tenderness, Pulse 98; skin very moist, 
unusually so, and has been ever since her accouchement ; expres- 
sion sad, languid, and dejected. Prescribed pil. hyd. gr. ij, morph. 
gr. 4 every three hours, to relieve the nausea, and procure sleep; 
she sleeps very little at night, and none during the day. 15th. 
Nausea and griping pains have left her; pulse 100; skin still as 
moist; complains of “ nothing”; mind clear; no evidence of peri- 
tonitis. Same treatment continued. Rested better. 16th. Gave 
calomel and jalap, 44 gr. x. Otherwise treatment and symp- 
toms the same. 17th. Pulse 140; sickness of stomach; slight 
tenderness over the uterus; lochia and secretion of milk stopped ;. 
terebinthinate stupes applied across the bowels; morph. gr. }; 
pil. hyd. gr. j, given every hour; afternoon, morphia continued, 
and pil. hyd. omitted, in the place of which ammonia and brandy 
were substituted. The sickness of stomach and delirium in- 
creasing, also the tenderness over the uterus; the pulse very 
rapid. Died 18th, 10 A. M, 

No. Il. January 28. Aitat. 27, 2d labor. Os uteri dilated ; pains 
slow. Gave her a small dose of ergot. Child born alive— 
both hands presenting. 30th. Pulse small, quick and 130; pres- 
sure on bowels very painful—turning over in bed also painful. 
Calomel and jalap, 44 gr. xv, given immediately, and ordered to 
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be repeated, unless the first caused free catharsis in four hours; 
both doses, however, were taken, and operated very freely. 
Morph. gr. } every hour until she slept soundly; after she awoke 
smaller doses to be given in sufficient quantities to keep her 
moderately drowsy. Warm turpentine stupes to be kept across 
the bowels. 31st. Pulse 120; tenderness not so severe; drowsy, 
The turpentine caused so much pain, she was unable to bear its 
application more than half the night. Slight ptyalism is evident, 
Small doses of morph. were to be given so as to keep her mode- 
rately under its narcotic influence. If the tenderness increase, 
the turpentine is to be reapplied. 

Feb. 1. Improving; a steady improvement of all the symp- 
toms now began. The treatment consisted in giving her morph. 
in sufficient quantities to keep her moderately under its influence, 
and preventing a costive state of the bowels. 

No. III. Feb. 18. A8tat. 30. Had a very short and easy labor. 
I removed the placenta—the child was born immediately before 
my arrival, 21st. Headache; pulse 98, fall and strong. Tem- 
perature increased, No other morbid symptoms Bled her Oj, 
and gave her a mercurial purgative. 22d and 23d. Apparently 
well. 24th, No headache, no increase of heat ; says she has fever 
every afternoon, and does not sleep at night. Pulse 110 and 
rather small, Prescribed calomel gr. j, and morph, gr. }, every 
two hours until she slept soundly. 25th. Rested better last 
night; pulse soft and 120; temperature of body natural; no 
tenderness across the bowels evinced by pressure. Had been in 
a very desponding state before labor, and is very positive she 
will not get well now. Morphia to be given in the same manner, 
and calomel gr. j, every three hours, 26th. Mercurial impression 
is very decided, e, g., the fetor, eczema and soreness of the gums; 
very dull expression; answers correctly; morphia has been taken 
regularly since yesterday, she, however, did not rest well; pulse 
140. Administered ol. ricini 3ss, after it operates morph. gr. } 
every hour until she sleeps, to be repeated in smaller doses when 
she awakes, sufficiently often to keep her under its influence ; 
calomel to be omitted. 27th. Oil operated; slept very well dur- 
ing the night; no further change of symptoms; morphia con- 
tinued as yesterday. 28th. Secretions of milk and lochia stopped; 
slight tympanites; some hebetude—but after some hesitancy 
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answers correctly, if questioned; pressure on the bowels pro- 
duces no pain nor soreness; morphia omitted; ol. terbinth. gtt. 
xx, every two hours. 

March 1. Severe purging has set in; she falls asleep whilst 
she is conversing. 2d. Hebetude increased ; diarrhoea continues; 
complains of “nothing”; pulse 140 and smaller; prescribed cre- 
taceous mixt. and veg. astr., and to be stimulated with wine and 
nutritious broths, also ol. terebinth. gtt. x, every two hours. 384d. 
Slight tenderness over the iliac regions; turpentine applied ex- 
ternally, and yesterday’s treatment continued; diarrhoea still 
unchecked. 4th. Turpentine has blistered the whole abdominal 
surface; pulse 140; temperature natural; internal soreness ap- 
parently not so severe; still purges three or four times every 
twenty-four hours. 5th and 6th. The belly became very much 
enlarged by tympanites; diarrhoea unchecked; hebetude very 
much increased. 7th. A. M. died. 

No. IV. Aitat. 30. March 6. After a short labor her fourth 
child was born. Considerable post partum hemorrhage fol- 
lowed. The expulsion of the clots was attended with unusually 
severe pain. 11th. Pulse feeble and 136; excessive tenderness 
of abdomen; secretions stopped. Prescribed a powder, viz.: 
emt. tart. gr. }; hyd. c. m. gr. }; sacch. q.s., to be repeated every 
two hours until it purged freely. Terebinth. stupes ut supera. 
12th. Pulse 130; tenderness still severe; powders purged freely. 
Prescribed pulvis Doveri gr. vj; et hyd. c. mite. gr.j, every second 
hour; terpentine continued; P. M. calomel omitted on account of 
purging; Dover powders continued. 13th. The Dov. pulv. has 
kept up a continued diaphoresis since it was first taken; last 
night’s treatment continued ; the pain caused by pressure not so 
severe ; pulse down to 120; a very troublesome diarrhcea set in, 
which lasted several days—the treatment of which was the prin- 
cipal indication. She was convalescent March 20th. 
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Art. V.— Report of a Case of Inguinal Hernia ; Operation ; Slough- 
ing of the Bowel ; Fecal Discharge through the Inguinal Canal ; 
Recovery. By Aveustus BissELL, M.D., Mahoopany, Pa. 


March 29, 1857. Was called to see Mrs. Carpenter, aged 58. 
For the last seventeen years Mrs. C. has had a tumor in her right 
groin, which she supposed was connected with the bladder, the 
existence of which she studiously concealed from every one. The 
tumor was sometimes larger than at others, occasionally disap- 
pearing entirely, and often irritating the bladder, and causing 
painful micturition. When attacked, Mrs. C. was on a visit to 
her daughter, seven miles from home. I found her in the follow- 
ing condition. Griping pain and tenderness in the lower part 
of the abdomen ; bladder distended. After the evacuation of the 
bladder I discovered a tumor in the right iliac region, about two 
inches in diameter, hard and unyielding. Nausea was excited by 
pressure upon the tumor. I endeavored to effect reduction by 
taxis, the warm bath, and the use of ether, but without success. 
Strangulation had evidently taken place. 

30th, 6 P. M. Counsel was called, and an operation decided on 
as the only means of relief, but objected to by the friends. The 
next morning, satisfied that all had been done that could be, 
without the use of the knife, and still failing to obtain consent to 
an operation, we necessarily abandoned the case. 

Thursday, April 2. The patient and friends finally consenting 
to an operation, I was sent for, and with the assistance of two 
neighboring physicians, undertook and performed the operation. 
We found the patient in the following condition: All the former 
symptoms were greatly exaggerated ; pulse 110, and vomiting of 
stercoraceous matter. The patient was with difficulty brought 
under the influence of chloroform. On reaching the bowel we 
found that it was strangulated at both the external and internal 
ring, and there was a blackened, gangrenous patch upon it half an 
inch in width, and involving one-third of its circumference. Both 
rings were divided, the bowel returned, and the wound dressed. 
Vomiting ceased at once, and the pulse fell to 100; skin moist. 
Patient got six hours’ sleep, the™first since she was attacked. 
Twelve hours subsequent to the operation, the lower portion of 
the bowel was evacuated by the use of enemas of tepid water ; 
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and after the lapse of twelve hours more a dose of castor oil was 
given, which operated in four hours. 

8d. Pulse 90; skin moist; patient resting quiady. 

4th. Pulse 90, but hard; ‘celemen somewhat distended; ten- 
derness on pressure; pebdlentnene. Wound doing well. 

5th. Pulse 120; tongue dry and furred; vomiting; abdomen 
distended, tympanitic, and painful on pressure ; bladder distended. 
Used catheter, which gave some relief. 

6th. Same as yesterday. Could not get any action from the 
bowels. 

7th. Sloughing of the intestine, and fecal discharge through the 
inguinal canal; pulse 100; tenderness of the abdomen subsiding, 

8th. Pulse 95; fecal discharge through the wound continues. 

9th, 10th, and 11th. Patient resting well; wound cleaning; 
pulse 80; some appetite. 

12th. Pulse 75, soft and full; appetite good; a natural opera- 
tion from the bowels ; resting well; sat up one hour. 

13th and 14th. Much as the 12th. 

15th. Pulse 80; tongue dry, with red edges; some fecal dis- 
charge from the wound. 

16th. Pulse 120; tongue dried and coated ; countenance hag- 
gard; restlessness with delirium; fecal discharge through the 
wound ; tenderness of abdomen. 

17th. Pulse 100 to 110; suppression of urine; abdomen tender 
and tympanitic; used catheter. 

18th. Pulse 95; no delirium; increased tenderness of abdomen; 
inaction of bladder continues. 

18th to 22d. Tenderness of abdomen subsiding; otherwise no 
special change. 

23d. Improvement; pulse 85; tongue clean; rested quietly 
for the last twenty-four hours. 

30th. Steady improvement to this time; pulse 70; appetite 
good; sitting up ‘four hours in the day; strength increasing 
rapidly. 

May 2. Rode home, seven miles; discharge from wound 
ceased. 

15th. Patient able to atte to her domestic affairs; wound 
healing ; orifice in canal size of a crow’s quill. 

June 1. Aperture closed; wound healing rapidly. 





EDITORIAL. 


STRANGE DOINGS AT THE PHILADELPHIA HOSPITAL, BLOCKLEY. 


Ir was recently announced in a medical periodical of Phila- 
delphia, belonging to the McClintock clique, that “Dr. James 
McClintock”—more commonly and appropriately known as “Jim 
McClintock”—was “about to be elected” to a responsible post 
in a medical institution in that city. Surprised as we were at 
so positive an announcement of what was to be the result of an 
“election,” our readers may judge of our astonishment when we 
learned that the said Jim McClintock actually was elected at a 
recent meeting of the Board of Guardians to so responsible and 
important a post as chief Resident Physician to the Philadelphia 
Hospital, Blockley. This is one of the largest institutions of the 
kind in our country, and it possesses excellent advantages for 
the clinical study of medicine. About two years since, by the 
action of the Board, the wards of the Hospital were thrown open 
for the benefit of the numerous medical students who resort to 
Philadelphia for the purpose of completing their studies, and 
lecturers were appointed on the different branches of medicine. 

In the election of McClintock, the Board has descended into 
the dirty mire and filth of politics, jeopardizing the interests of 
an important medical charity, by offering a deliberate insult to 
the respectable medical practitioners, not only of Philadelphia, 
but of the whole country. 

The medical corps connected with this institution consisted of 
Drs. JosepH Carson, J. L. Lupiow, J. B. BrppLe, and Hexry 
HaRTsHOoRN, Consulting Physicians; Dr. Caspar Morris, Lec- 
turer on Diseases of Children; Drs. WILSON JEWELL and R. A. F. 
Penross, Consulting Obstetricians; Drs. Joan NEILL, D. Hayes 
Acnew, Rospert P. THomas, and Wm. Hatsry, Consulting Sur- 
geons; and Drs. C. PenpLETOX, TuTr and THos. MARSHALL, of 
Va., Jonn S. CoLEMAN and J. H.“BERRIEN, of Ga., XENOPHON X. 
XaupuHl, of Mo., J. E. Seymour, of Tenn., James CumMINSKY, of 
Pa., and A. H. Granay, of N. C., and it is with feelings of pride 
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that we record it to the honor of these gentlemen that, with a 
single exception, viz., Dr. A. H. GRAHAM, they resented the in- 
sult offered the profession, by resigning their posts, to take effect 
from the day that Jim McClintock assumed the duties of Resident 
Physician. We exceedingly regret that there was one of the 
resident physicians who could bring himself down to so lowa 
level as to hold his situation, valuable as it may have been to 
him, under such circumstances, and we regret more to learn 
that he retained it by the advice of a prominent man in the pro- 
fession of Philadelphia. We trust that Dr. Graham will yet 
purge himself and his adviser of the disgrace which he has 
brought upon them. 

There is no doubt but the Board will be able to find among 
the substratum of the profession, men who, belonging to the 
same class as McClintock, will be willing to serve with him; but 
no physician who has any respect for himself and for his calling, 
will ever so humiliate himself as to hold any connection as such, 
with this man. McClintock—of whom more anon—our readers 
are aware, sold himself a few years since, to quackery, though he 
failed to realize his hopes of making a fortune, for the reason that 
his nostrums did not “take” with the public. He has his sympa- 
thizers, however, and can command the services of a medical 
journal in Philadelphia, one in New York, and one in Boston. 
We are told that among McClintock’s backers in getting this 
situation is Dr. D. M. Reese, of New York, who at that, in some 
respects, unfortunate meeting of the American Medical Associa- 
tion, recently held at Nashville, was elected one of its Vice Pre- 
sidents! If such is the case—and we have reason to believe it 
is—it will bear looking into. 

In the names of the consulting physicians and surgeons who 
resigned their situations in the Hospital, our readers will recog- 
nize some of the most promis‘ng men in the medical profession of 
Philadelphia, men of all shades of politics, and connected directly 
or indirectly with all the schools of legitimate medicine in that 
city. Their resignation, therefore, is a dignified and becoming 
rebuke from the whole profession, of the action of the Board of 
Guardians, a 


' We have reference to a hybrid concern edited by the inevitable “ Alphabet 
Smith.” 
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It is greatly to be regretted that Philadelphians should have so 
little respect for themselves, for the interests of the patients in 
so large a charity as the Philadelphia Hospital, and for the inter- 
ests of the medical schools, the glory and pride of their city, and 
a source of vast income to it, as to elect a Board of Guardians 
capable of consummating such an act. Among the members of 
the Board are two medical men, Drs. Angney and Moseley, and 
they lent their influence to the election of McClintock, the former 
by voting for him, and the latter by absenting himself from the 
meeting. 

At a meeting of the Board of Guardians, held on the 22d 
of June, the following resolution was passed. 

“ Resolved, That in the opinion of this Board, the rules sub- 
mitted for the government of a course of Clinical Instruction in 
this Institution (the Philadelphia Hospital), for adoption, be strick- 
en out, and that with the present course of instruction the lectures 
cease and determine.” 

This resolution was well-timed, though really unnecessary, as 
it was practically adopted when McClintock was elected Resident 
Physician, 

We regret that the secular press of Philadelphia have not had 
the manliness to condemn a course of action on the part of the 
Board of Guardians, so inimical to the interests of their city. 


FISKE FUND PRIZE ESSAYS. 


The Trustees of the Fiske Fund, at the late annual meeting of 
the Rhode Island Medical Society, announced the two following 
subjects for Prize Dissertations for 1858. 

I. The effects of the use of alcoholic liquors on tubercular dis- 
ease, or in constitutions predisposed to such disease. To be sup- 
ported by facts presented as far as may be, in statistical form. 

II. The morbid effects of the retention in blood of the elements 
of the urinary secretion. 

For the best dissertation on either subject they offer a premium 
of one hundred dollars, 

Dissertations should be sent anonymously, but designated each 
by a motto, and accompanied by a sealed packet, marked with 
the same motto outside, and the writer’s name and residence in- 
side. They should be sent, all expenses paid, to Dr. S. A. Arnold, 
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Secretary of the Fiske Fund Trustees, Providence, R. 1, on or 
before May Ist, 1858. The premiums will be announced at the 
annual meeting of the Rhode Island Medical Society, at Newport, 
June 30th, 1858. 


PRIZE OF THE MASSACHUSETTS MEDICAL SOCIETY. 

The Massachusetts Medical Society is authorized, by a donation 
from one of its members, to offer the sum of one hundred dollars 
for the best dissertation adjudged worthy of a prize, on the fol- 
lowing theme, viz.: “ Zo what affections of the lungs does bron- 
chitis give origin?” The above is open to physicians of every 
country. The latest article on the relation of bronchitis to other 
diseases of the lungs was written by Dr. W. P. Gairdner, of 
Edinburgh, in 1850. A review of the paper can be found in the 
Brit. and For. Medico-Chirurgical Review, for April, 1852. Each 
dissertation should be designated by a motto, and accompanied 
by an envelop, superscribed with the motto, and containing the 
writer’s name and address. The sealed packet accompanying the 
successful dissertation will be broken, and the author’s name an- 
nounced at the annual meeting of the Society, in May, 1858. 

Dissertations for the above prize must be sent (post paid), to 
the Corresponding Secretary, Dr. Benj. F. Cotting, Roxbury, Mass., 
on or before April 15, 1858. 


“ Indigenous Races of the Earth.”.—We have received a copy of 
the above work, by Nott and Gliddon, which will be noticed at 
length in our next number. J. B. Lippincott & Co., of Phila- 
delphia, are the publishers. 


{29> So many of our subscribers have been dilatory this year 
in paying their dues, that it is somewhat embarrassing to us. As 
times are improving, and money is becoming more plentiful, we 
hope that the bills sent out in this number will be promptly re- 
sponded to. After the 1st of August the subscription price for 
this volume will be $2.50, according to our published terms. 


{25> From the commencement of the next volume of the Re- 
PORTER, we propose to enlarge the work, and improve its typo- 
graphical appearance. We are constantly embarrassed for want of 
room, and are utterly unable in our present limits to do justice 
to our subscribers. The present position, and the prospects of 
our journal are quite flattering to us. 
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“ Medical and Surgical Statistics,”—We have received from Dr. 
John G, Orton, of Binghampton, N. Y., Chairman of the Com- 
mittee of the N. Y. State Medical Society, on Medical and Surgi- 
cal Statistics, a copy of the admirable form published by the 
Committee for the use of the members of the Society. These 
forms are commented on in the letter of our New York Corre- 
spondent, to which we refer for further information on the subject. 


tag” The Editor of this journal can offer unusual advantages 
to medical students, and would be willing to receive one or more 
into his office. This city is only twenty miles from Phila- 
delphia, and is connected with it by several lines of boats and 
cars every day. Students here, would have the advantage of a 
quiet, rural place for the purposes of study, the use of a large 
library, and all the medical periodicals of the day, and of being 
able to attend the hospitals in Philadelphia on clinical days, as 
well as private lectures there on special subjects. 


{a3 Dr. Marshall Hall, of London, who recently laid claim to 
the discovery of the excito-secretory function of the spinal nerves, 
and to the application of that term, yields his claim in favor of 
Dr. Henry F. Campbell, of Augusta, Ga., who, in a pamphlet 
recently published, demonstrates his priority both as to the dis- 
covery of this peculiar function of the spinal nerves, and to the 
application of the term excito-secretory. 


[Qe We regret that our limited space will not allow us to 
notice the proceedings of the Quarantine Convention, recently 
held in Philadelphia. We will endeavor to notice it in our next. 
A great deal of matter is crowded out of thig. number by the 
proceedings of the American Medical Association. 


Godey’s Lady's Book.—We continue regularly to receive this 
agreeable monthly in exchange. It is always a welcome visitor 
to our family, and has more readers than any other exchange we 
receive. Though its contents are not in our ordinary line of 
reading, we frequently find something in its pages to interest us, 
and its beautiful and chaste engravings are always interesting. 

We commend Godey to our readers, and can assure them that 
they can scarcely do anything that will make their wives and 
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daughters smile more sweetly twelve times a year, than subscribe 
for Godey. The terms are three dollars a year. For four dollars 
we will send the ReporTER and Godey for this year, commenc- 
ing with January last. 





MEDICAL SOCIETY MEETING. 


The District Medical Society for the County of Monmouth, held its Annual 
Meeting in the village of Freehold, on Monday, April 27, 1857, the Presi- 
dent, Dr. Arrowsmith, in the chair. Members present, Drs. English, A. V. 
Conover, Polhemus, Taylor, Dayton, DeBow, Woodbull, Vought, Laird, 
Robt. R. Conover, Arrowsmith, and Goodenough. 

The President delivered his Annual Address—an Essay on Scarlet Fever. 

Voted, That the thanks of the Society be tendered to Dr. Arrowsmith, for 
his interesting address, and a copy requested to be deposited with the Society. 

After attending to the usual Reports, &c., the following officers were elect- 
ed for the ensuing year: President, T. J. Thomason; Vice President, Joseph 
B. Goodenough; Treasurer, Edward Taylor ; Secretary, Jno. Vought; Diree- 
tors, J. S. English, Joseph B. Goodenough. R. Laird, and D. Polhemus were 
chosen Delegates to the State Medical Society. 


The Society then adjourned. 
JNO. VOUGHT, Sec’y. 





EDITORIAL CORRESPONDENCE. 


New York, June, 1857. 
Gymnastics For PaRa.ytics. 


Mr. Epitor: In one of my former letters I gave a brief account of the 
success of Dr. J. P. Batchelder, of this city, in restoring strength to the long 
enfeebled limbs of a paralytic patient, by persevering efforts at directing the 
‘will of the patient to the muscles, aided by passive motion of the parts by 
the hands of the practitioner himself. The case alluded to was exhibited to 
the Academy of Medicine last summer, and was that of a young man whom 
Dr. B. had met accidentally in the street, dragging his slow length along by 
the aid of stick and crutch, whom he accosted, and found to be a hemiple- 
‘gic of long standing, but more sound in intellect, and in otherwise good 
health. In about three months, by a sytem of muscular training, patiently 
practised, the integrity of his motive powers (by which I mean both his will 
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and his muscles) was so completely restored, that he was enabled to walk 
upright, briskly and freely, unaided by any extraneous means, and was soon 
capable of earning his own support. 

I have had the pleasure of being an eye witness, during the past two 
months, of some most striking instances of the happy results of Dr. Batch- 
elder’s system of Gymnastics for Paralytics, among the patients of the New 
York Hospital, some 6 or 8 of whom had been disabled from this cause from 
one to eight months. In some of these the paralysis was the result of lead 
poison, in others of apoplexy, in others of blows or other injuries on the 
head or spine, but in each instance the original disturbing cause had been 
removed, and the effects only remained—deficient muscular power from long 
inaction, and enfeebled will, or inability to exert the one upon the other. All 
the patients of this class were freely given up to Dr. B.’s care, and the 
ample wards and apparatus of the institution afforded excellent scope for the 
trial. Dr. B. displays great ingenuity in the contrivance and adaptation of 
means for straightening the crooked and almost anchylosed joints, and de- 
veloping the feeble muscles. 

The effect of his perseverance has been equally surprising and gratifying. 
Men who appeared to possess not the slightest power of muscular motion in 
the affected limbs, in some cases who had been for a long time, and who sup- 
posed they always would be bedridden, now, after a few weeks’ training, not 
only get out of bed easily, but walk andeven run. Lifeless arms are reani- 
mated, and attenuated limbs become plump and strong. One patient espe- 
cially, who had been an inmate of the hospital since August last, a victim 
of lead palsy, and who was literally immovable, except by the nurses ; whose 
fingers were crooked and stiffened into the most awkward shapes, and whose 
feet were so extended, and the ankle-joints so inflexible, that when placed 
upright by the strength of others, the ends of his toes only could be made 
to touch the floor—this young man, when I last saw him, was walking about 
the ward unaided, and was capable of feeding and dressing himself, and 
expecting soon to return to work for his own maintenance. Such are the 
results of a little common sense and perseverance infused into reflections 
upon a trite and every day subject, which the mass of practitioners have 
been too much accustomed to overlook. The philosophy of this system of 
gymnastic training, and its applicability to this class of subjects, is very 
simple, and easily understood, but Dr. Batchelder certainly deserves credit 
for thus arousing attention to it, and for infusing life into the dry bones, both 
of patients and practitioners. 

I believe it is the intention of the worthy doctor to publish an account of 
his cases, which I am sure will interest the world, and I therefore refrain 
from any more detailed description of his modes of procedure. 

Next to the infusion into the dark and dormant brain of the idiot, of the 
faculties of reason and memory, this power of~restoring withered limbs ap- 
proaches most nearly to the marvellous, and forcibly recalls to mind the 
events recorded in the ninth chapter of Matthew, the third of Mark, and the 
fifth of Luke. 
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THE ACADEMY OF MEDICINE 


Had an extra meeting this month (the regular meeting having been an un- 
usually slim one), to listen to a contifiuance of the discussion on Puerperal 
Fever. But little progress, however, was made with that subject, Dr. A. 
Clark occupying the hour allotted to it, chiefly, with an exposition of his ex- 
perience in it, in the Bellevae Hospital. His remarks referring chiefly to 
the fact of there being two varieties of the disease, as nearly as I could as- 
certain their tenor; in one, the disease being confined chiefly to the uterus, 
without any complication of the peritoneum, while in the other, both organs 
were involved. He gave the details of some cases which exhibited the cha- 
racteristic differences between the two forms, and also some statistics of the 
relative frequency of the two, and of the symptoms by which they are to be 
distinguished. The discussion of the treatment will be taken up at the July 
meeting. Dr. Squibb, U. S. N., read a highly interesting paper on “ Chlo- 
roform,” its chemistry and therapeutical properties. 


THE MEDICAL AND SURGICAL STATISTICS OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK. 


Next to a State registration of births, deaths, and marriages, that of its 
medical and surgical practice would constitute the most valuable addition to 
our knowledge of its sanitary character. Indeed, it may be perhaps regard- 
ed as taking the precedence in importance ; for it will be at once seen, that 
if all the cases of disease which oceur in the State in one year, can be accu- 
rately enumerated, we shall possess a view of the sanitary condition of its 
population far more clear and distinct than can be obtained from the number 
of deaths only. Take for instance any one disease, say cholera infantum or 
smallpox ; even if we have accurate information of the number of deaths 
produced by it, we can form only a partial estimate of the extent of its pre- 
valency; but with a statement of the whole number. of cases which have 
occurred in the State, or any particular section of it, we have a perfect 
basis for our estimate. This grand idea the New York State Medical 
Society is endeavoring to consummate for the year 1858, and for this 
purpose has caused to be printed, and is now circulating widely over the 
State, among the medical profession, a series of blank forms, twelve in num- 
ber, that each physician and surgeon in whose hands they may be placed, 
may be able to make with very little effort, a faithfal monthly record of the 
diseases and accidents occurring in his practice. The monthly registrations 
for the year ending Dec. 31st, are to be transmitted in the first week in 
January, to the Secretary of the County Medical Society, who will arrange 
a digest of the returns from the County, on a duplicate set of blanks, and 
each County digest will be sent to the proper officer of the State Society, 
who will make a digest of the whole, to be published on account of the 
latter. 

We can comprehend at a glance the great value of the statistics thus 
gathered, for if faithfully and generally executed, the “Sanitary Survey of 
the State” for which we have so long been anxious, will be brought at once 
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into view. But I apprehend that the work will be but partially accomplish- 
ed, and for two reasons. Ist. The members of the State Society, who alone, 
I suppose, are to be furnished with the blanks, constitute but a small portion 
of the members of the profession throughout the State; and 2d, The 
great crowd of quacks, and irregulars of all sorts, into whose hands a 
large amount of practice falls, will be disregarded in the distribution of the 
blank forms—and even were it otherwise, the returns from them would 
scarcely be reliable for accuracy of diagnosis, if indeed for numbers of cases. 

But the movement is a most excellent one, and commends itself both 
to the patriotism and esprit du corps of every member of the profession. It 
should indeed be made a point of ethical duty, as urgent as any other in 
the code, and every State in the Union, and every local society, where there 
is no State organization, should at once adopt the idea. 


~« SURGEONS OF POLICE. 


I have heard from good authority, recently, an item of professional interest, 
indicative, perhaps, of the pecuniary condition of the profession. The new 
law recently passed by the Legislature for the police government of this and 
the three adjoining counties, authorizes the appointment, by the Police Com- 
missioners, of five “ Surgeons of Police,” four of whom are to reside in this 
city, and one in Brooklyn, The salary is $1500 per annum, and for these 
offices I learn there are 227 applicants. These are, doubtless, nearly, if not 
quite, all from the ranks of the regulars, and constitute, it is estimated, at 
least one-quarter, some suppose one-third of the whole number. 

Respectfully, 
J. GOTHAM, Jr., M. D. 





LETTER FROM BOSTON. 


LUNATIC ASYLUMS. 
Boston, May, 1857. 


Massacuvusetts has now two lunatic hospitals. The first of these is at 
Worcester, about the centre of the State, and has been in operation over 
twenty-four years. The second is at Taunton, in Bristol County, and has 
been at work for three years. The accommodations not being sufficient, a 
third is under way, at Northampton, on the Connecticut River, which will 
take the patients from the western section of the State. 

Dr. Merrick Bemis is the physician to the Worcester Hospital, and from 
his last report I learn that, up to the first of last December, there had been 
under treatment in the house 5,197 patients, of whom 376 remained. The 
whole number under treatment during the year was 577, of whom 97 re- 
mained, 46 improved, 23 did not improve, and 35 died. The report is filled 
with tables, which have a certain amount of interest to certain people, but 








360 Editorial Correspondence. [July 


to the profession at large they are rather curious than useful. So much de- 
pends upon one’s knowledge of the collector of statistics for the value which 
one places upon them, that I omit any extended references. In looking over 
the twenty-fourth report of the Worcester Asylum, it seems as if multiplica- 
tion of statistics were one of the peculiarities of the establishment; and 
really it is hard to believe that the testimony can always be sufficiently strong 
to bear out the inferences. For instance, let us look at Table I., showing 
the causes of insanity in 241 patients. Here we have—ill health, irregular 
habits, masturbation, jealousy, religious excitement, spiritualism, nympho- 
mania, &. How many of these, do you believe, were causes of insanity? 
Is it not more than an equal chance that they were merely concomitants, 
effects of the same cause which produced the insanity? I know one is con- 
sidered a heretic in these days if he does not believe masturbation to be one 
of the most common causes of disease of the brain, and on visiting insane 
asylums the idiotic are often pointed out to us as masturbators ; but it would 
be almost as plausible a theory, that fracture of the base of the skull was 
caused by erections of the penis, because, after fracture of the skull, we so 
often find the penis erect. The general excitement of the nervous system, 
or its irregular excitement, seems to have been overlooked, and masturba- 
tion as a symptom, has been covered by masturbation as a cause. Hence 
have come books in large editions as warnings to the young; and a nasty 
habit has been increased by the perusal of nasty treatises, which are read 
by boys and girls as an aphrodisiac. 

The Worcester hospital, being an old building, has needed many improve- 
ments in the way of heat, air, and light, to bring it into a state equal to the 
more modern houses. Some four or five thousand dollars have been profita- 
bly expended for this purpose during the last year. In 1855, the income by 
which the patients were supported was too small, and the price of board has 
been increased—that is to say, that the Commonwealth, as well as all other 
patrons, have had their bills increased. In 1853 the expense of supporting 
each patient was $103; in 1854, $123 77; in 1855, $157 29; in 1856, 
$128 64, The trustees say that “ under the present law the amount allowed 
by the Commonwealth for the support of its patients at the hospital is from 
thirty to fifty per cent. less than the actual cost of their support. 

“During the last year the price charged upon all the patients per week, 
except State paupers, was, for the first six months, $3, and after that $2 75 
per week, while the State, for its patients, allowed less than $2 per week. 
With the present cost of provisions and supplies, the price for the future 
must of necessity be as high as during the last year. 

“The effect of this state of things is practically to impose, as it were, a 
tax upon those unfortunate individuals who are committed to the lunatic 
hospitals of the State for the benefit of the State’s own lunatic paupers. 

“The injustice of this state of things will be more strikingly apparent 
when we reflect that this tax is imposed, not upon the rich and the pros- 
perous, but in most cases upon the poor and afflicted.” 

The trustees speak in the highest terms of their medical officers. 
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Dr. G. C. S. Choate has charge of the Taunton Asylum, and his ability for 
the post may be understood from the remark made by a lawyer of high 
standing, who said after a recent murder trial in this city, that Dr. Choate 
was the best prepared for giving testimony of all the physicians whom he 
had seen on the stand in cases of supposed insanity. Considering the fact 
that he was under fire, as you may say, for five hours, and came out un- 
scathed, and that he is one of the younger physicians of the State, this was 
no small praise. There have been 682 patients in this hospital in three 
years, and on the Ist of December 298 remained. During the year 62 reco- 
vered, 16 were discharged improved, 30 not improved, and 40 died. The 
Taunton report has its tables also. After writing what is above concerning 
causes of insanity, I turned to Table X. in this report. Dr. Choate’s quali- 
fying remarks appended to his table are sufficiently explanatory to quote. 
He says: “‘ This table is headed supposed causes, for no part of the study of 
this most obscure and difficult disease is so uncertain as the investigation 
into its causes. Often the disease cannot be attributed to any one cause ; 
still oftener the cause and its effects are so mingled together that it is impos- 
sible to separate or distinguish them. And frequently the history of the 
patient is so imperfectly given to us, that we have not the slightest clue to 
its origin except from the condition of the patient after admission to the 
hospital. Ina very large part of the cases we find upon inquiry that there 
is some hereditary disposition to insanity in the family to which the patient 
belongs. This we have not reckoned in our table as one of the causes of 
insanity. A person with a strong hereditary tendency to the disease, is of 
course more likely to be insane than others, still, if not exposed to an ex- 
citing cause, and if all proper precautions are taken against it, he may, and 
many do, pass through life without being overtaken by it. A family taint 
predisposes an individual to this disease, just as the taint of scrofula or 
malignant disease disposes persons to those disorders, but something more 
is needed in order to develop it. Numerous instances have occurred of 
brother and sister, parent and child, and the more remotely connected rela- 
tives becoming at the same time inmates of the institution.” 

The third hospital is not ready for occupancy, and its officers have not yet 
been selected. There are two prominent candidates for the superintendent’s 
place. They are Dr. Dean, of Greenfield, who has an extended reputation 
as a physician and surgeon in Franklin County, and a more widely known 
fame as a lover of general science. It is to him that the students of natural 
history are indebted for almost all the collections of fossil foot-prints in the 
country. His competitor is said to be Dr. Edward Jarvis, of Dorchester. 
Dr. Jarvis has carried on with success for many years a private asylum, and 
I do not know which would give his friends most pleasure, to have him ap- 
pointed to the public, or to have him continue the private one. There is 
another lunatic asylum, the McLean, at Somerville, of which Dr. Luther 
Bell was for many years physician. ‘his is a private affair, but has made 
its mark in the world. 

There are still insane patients whom it is thought best as yet to keep in 
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the almshouses. These are a harmless class,-and,I believe, incurables. Of 
the almshouses you shal! hear at another time. 


THE CITY HOSPITAL. 


The City Hospital is still the subject of conversation. A committee of the 
government have made a report upon it containing valuable information, and 
on their recommendation the following resolutions were passed :— 

‘* Resolved, That in the opinion of the City Council, it is expedient and 
necessary that a City Hospital should be forthwith established, in conformity 
with the views expressed by his Honor the Mayor, in his inaugural address. 

“‘ Ordered, That a committee be appointed to examine and report whether 
any building available to the city can be appropriated for a City Hospital; 
and if not, to report what site within the limits of the city may be obtained 
which is eligible for the purpose of a hospital, and the probable cost of the 
same.” 

So we are to have a hospital. 

This is not all. The permanent closing of the Lying-in Hospital, which 
was expected by some to be the great gathering place for female diseases, 
has been the occasion of a new infirmary. Drs. J. N. Borland and Charles 
D. Homans, two of our younger physicians, have, with the aid of their 
friends, undertaken the care of it, They are capable men, and will doubtless 
make it useful to themselves and the public without needless clamor. I am 
not informed whether they have already commenced operations, but they 
soon wilh 


SUFFOLK DISTRICT MEDICAL SOCIETY. 


At the last meeting of the Suffolk District Medical Society there were 
several interesting conversations. The use of arsenic in skin diseases was 
ably spoken of by Drs. Durkee and J. Mason Warren. Dr, Geo. H. Lyman 
related a number of curious cases of painful joints, coming on without ap- 
parent cause, and relieved perfectly by decided, though very short treatment. 
In one case the knee was suddenly attacked while quiet, with pain so violent 
as to cause tears, and in a few hours, by the use of fomentations and an 
opiate, the patient was entirely and permanently relieved. What a trump 
card this would have been for homeopathic globules. Dr. Buckingham gave 
some account of: Coggswell’s antiphlogistic salt, of which I wrote you last 
month, A report upon the subject of abortions was read, but as I do not 
understand its merits, and as it will be printed, you shall have an account 
of it hereafter. 


MARINE HOSPITAL, CHELSEA. 


The neighboring city of Chelsea has had a little exciting scene of late, 
caused by the building of the new Marine Hospital. 

“A corporal’s guard of marines were sent over from the Navy Yard 
to prevent the removal of any more gravel from the hill in the rear of 
the new Marine Hospital at Chelsea, In order to comprehend the meaning 
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of this warlike demonstration, it should be stated that when Mr. Alexander, 
the government engineer of the new work, applied to the Department for a 
site, he was allowed to take ten acres of the Naval Hospital estate. Wishing 
to obtain more area in the rear of the Marine Hospital, he changed his 
plans, making the lot smaller in one direction and extending the western 
boundary further into the hill, which has accordingly been cut down and 
carted away. Dr. Gilchrist, the resident physician of the Naval Hospital, 
regarding this action as an encroachment upon the territory under his charge, 
made application a few days since to his Honor Mayor Fay, for a police force 
to prevent further aggression. The Mayor informed him that, having no 
jurisdiction over national property, he could not comply with the request ; 
whereupon the Doctor had recourse to the barracks at Charlestown.” 
No lives were lost in the battle. 


ALL SORTS OF QUACKERY. 


Who is Dr. H. James, of Jersey City?! He is advertised here as “a re- 
tired physician, whose sands of life have nearly run out,” and is supposed 
to be a well-known apothecary under middle age, who does an extensive 
business in Boston. 

The newspapers still advertise all sorts of quackery, and among others I 
find them puffing Messrs. Somebody or other, Commissioners of Cure, who 
furnish information upon the subject of various diseases. One of the adver- 
tisements, it is thought, would render them liable to prosecution for offering 
to procure abortions. There are said to be two newspapers only, including 
the religious papers, which do not advertise quack medicines. These are 
the Advertiser and Transcript. I hardly think their columns will always 
bear close scrutiny. 


Norman Wilson publishes a circular concerning the Laws of Physiology 
and Anatomy, with the names of Professor Bigelow, of the Massachusetts 
Medical College, and sundry other well-known surgeons, in connection with 
that of one of the officers of the Botanic School at Worcester, attached, as 
approving highly! 


From the quarterly report of Dr. H. G. Clark, City Physician, it seems 
that during that time he has vaccinated 95 persons at his office; examined 
and furnished certificates to attend school to 122; and supplied physicians 
with virus 88 times. He has regularly visited the jail, and attended the 
sick, He concludes his report by stating that no case of smallpox has fallen 
under his notice since the last quarter. 


' We believe “H. James” to be a myth; so also “the lady” of Boston, 
who is so anxious to discover to the afflicted the means whereby she “ was 
cured.”” This is a new, an audacious, but probably a very successful phase of 
quackery.—{ Eprror. 
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MASSACHUSETTS MEDICAL COLLEGE. 


Do you exchange with the Boston Medical and Surgical Journal? If you 
do, have you read the merited editorial lashing that the Massachusetts Medi- 
cal College got a few weeks since? If you have not read it, read it now. It 
is a fair exposition of what the medical profession here think and say. 


SOIREE. 


The physicians of this city had another private social entertainment at 
the house of Dr. G. H. Lyman, a few weeks since. The late hour at which 
they parted from their host was the best evidence of the good time they had. 

I am yours, 


STUDENT. 





NECROLOGY. 


DEATH OF DR. THOMAS YOUNG SIMONS. 


We record, with deep and sincere regret, the sudden death of Dr. Thomas 
Y. Simons, one of our most skilful and extensive practitioners of medicine, 
for many years the Port Physician of Charleston, and who has worn, among 
us, all the honors of the medical profession. He died, yesterday morning, 
about 9} o’clock, of an apoplectic fit, with which he was seized, just after he 
had awaked from sleep, was conyersing about breakfast, and was about to 
rise and dress, having gone to bed, at night, seemingly in perfect health. 
The stroke immediately deprived him of consciousness, which he never re- 
covered, and in less than three hours, consigned him to the icy embrace of 
death. Dr. Simons was the great-grandson of the sister of Gen. Marion, and 
was born at Rice Hope, his father’s plantation, near Georgetown, in this 
State, on the 14th of June, 1797. He graduated, at the South Carolina Cel- 
lege, in 1815, and received his medical education and degree of M. D., at the 
University of Edinburgh. His companion at Edinburgh was the late Rev. 
Arthur Buist, and graduate, by a year later, of the South Carolina College, 
who pursued the study of divinity, while his fellow-student devoted himself 
to medicine. The two youths took private lodgings with a respectable lady 
of the Scotch metropolis, and of an ancient Scotch family, by the name of 
Ballantine, whose brother, yet living, held a fief in the County of Arran, 
granted by Robert, the Bruce; and one of the auspicious results of their resi- 
dence in such eligible quarters was, that each one brought home with him, 
as a bride, a daughter of their worthy hostess. As a student abroad, Dr. S. 
was greatly distinguished ; and, on his return to Charleston, he soon rose to 
eminence in his profession, and filled various posts of distinction, professional 
and public. As President of the Medical Society, Professor of the Medical 
College of South Carolina, Alderman, Port Physician, Supervisor of the High 
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School, Trustee of the College of Charleston (which he was instrumental in 
re-organizing), and in other stations and capacities, he was honored by, and 
justified the appreciation of his medical brethren, and his fellow-citizens. 
His contributions to medical literature and science, and, especially, his trea- 
tises on yellow fever, and on our city hygiene and medical police generally, at 
once illustrated his usefulness and enhanced his reputation. Of large heart 
and generous impulses, he was conspicuous for deeds of charity and acts of 
friendship, and he has left a widow (his second marriage), and numerous 
descendants, with an extensive circle of friends to mourn his sudden and un- 
expected removal from his sphere of usefulness and honor.—Charleston, S. C., 
Courier. 





SELECTIONS. 


On the Suckling and Feeding of Infants.'\—Dr. Kuttner, of Dresden, pre- 
sents the following aphorisms as the fruits of his practical observation :— 

A knowledge of and attention to their proper nourishment, is a funda- 
mental necessity for the successful treatment of sick children. He who will 
cure them, must, before all things, know how to feed them. 

Articles of diet must often serve as medicine, and medicine be used in 
place of food. 

The mother’s breast is the best food for the infant; and only when an ab- 
sence of milk, or the condition of the mother’s health, renders suckling im- 
possible, should the substitution of a nurse receive medical sanction. 

In the choice of a nurse we cannot be too careful and suspicious; but the 
most careful examination may prove defective, unless we can ascertain the 
condition of her own child. 

Nurses sometimes conceal their deficiency of milk with much cunning. 
The continuous, spontaneous issue of milk is by no means a sign of actual 
abundance, but far oftener of an atonic state of the milk ducts and nipples. 

When an infant does not thrive upon a breast, but is thirsty, constipated, 
and restless, the nurse, whatever the condition of the secretion of her milk 
may be, must be changed without hesitation. 

Let the change be made at once, for all delay is injurious to the child. 

A nurse’s milk should entirely suffice for the child; but when the mother’s 
milk does not do so, it should be made up, not by food, but by other milk— 
it being a popular error that the two milks do not agree. 

It is not rare to find, in nurses having apparently abundance of milk, that 
this undergoes, on their first arrival, a considerable diminution. Regret at 
leaving their own child and home, different mode of life, and the irritation 
of the gland by the suckling, are the causes of this inconvenience, which 
ceases if we wait quietly and encourage the woman. 

The only test of the goodness of a nurse is the condition of the child. The 


' See also page 270 of this volume. 
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state of its stools testifies to the quality of the milk, and the amount of the 
urine to the quantity. 

Except during the first few days, suckling every two hours is most suit- 
able ; for a too frequent and a too seldom application to the breast are alike 
injurious to the condition of the milk. For the sake of rest, a pause of five 
or six hours should be secured at night. 

The appearance of the menses while suckling, if not accompanied by an 
abiding diminution of the milk, is not hurtful to the infant. 

Suckling from a suppurating breast is not without danger both for the in- 
fant and the nurse. 

The period for ceasing suckling, or for combining feeding with it, cannot 
always be determined beforehand. Neither the age of the child nor the 
presence of a certain number of teeth can alone determine this. Of not less 
importance are the state of the health and development of the infant, and 
its longing for other food, accompanied, as this sometimes is, with a remark- 
able indifference to the breast itself. The time of year, the condition of the 
nurse, and especially of the secretion of milk, have also to be taken into 
consideration. 

The wide-spread opinion that cow’s milk is more suitable in the spring, 
owing to the character of its food, is without foundation, as the milk is often 
then purgative; while in the autumn it often undergves an advantageous 
chemical change. 

Gradual weaning, when possible, should always be preferred. 

When suckling is impossible, cow’s milk offers the best substitute. 

The artificial feeding of children, properly managed, does not lead to such 
unfavorable results as usually supposed; but it is more troublesome, and 
often more expensive than a nurse. Children so brought up may appear, 
during the first six or nine months, more imperfectly nourished than suck- 
lings; but after that period, they regain their size, and no difference can be 
detected between them. . 

It is always a great advantage for children who are to be brought up by 
hand, if they can be suckled during the first weeks, if even only partially. 

We cannot lay down any absolute rules for artificial feeding, which re- 
quire adaptation to individual cases. The thriving of the child, the condi- 
tion of its bowels, and its quietude or restlessness must be our guides. 

The chemical analysis of milk shows especially that this secretion is liable 
to great individual quantitative and qualitative varieties, dependent upon a 
great variety of circumstances. Hence, the remarkable differences found in 
the examinations of milk made by different chemists, and the difficulty in 
constructing a scale of the various kinds, according to the amount of their 
constituent parts. 

Every addition to a cow’s milk should have for its object the rendering it 
more similar to human milk, and, consequently more digestible. 

Much importance is not to be attached to always obtaining the milk from 
the same cow, or to the cow being fed on dry food (hay, etc.). 

The morning’s milk is preferable, not only because it is fresher, but be- 
cause it contains notably less fat and casein. 

Warming the milk when it cannot be given just after milking is desira- 
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ble; for it otherwise gives rise to flatulence, diarrhoea, or constipation, or at 
all events to a most offensive smell of the evacuations, which at once disap- 
pears when the milk is given boiled. During the boiling, a caseous mem- 
brane is formed, which, protecting the milk from the access of the air, causes 
it to keep better. 

Skimmed milk is not suitable for infants. Cow’s milk does not contain 
much more fat than human, and the quantity is easily diminished by dilu- 
tion. Skim milk is not only too poor in fat, but it is too old; for, having 
stood so long to yield its cream, it has undergone certain chemical changes. 
As a general rule, it is an error to forbid children fat, butter, etc., in their 
diet, as we thus prohibit an important article of nutrition, that appears es- 
sentially to contribute to the assimilation of albumen and its modifications. 
Both substances are found in the maternal milk, the fat being more abund- 
ant the shorter the time that has elapsed since delivery. Fat is also an im- 
portant medicinal agent in diseases, such as scrofula and rickets, indicative 
of a defective nutrive process. 

Cow’s milk in general contains very little more solid constituents than 
human milk, and the dilution usually made is not theoretically justifiable ; 
and, at all events, this should never be carried so far that the child takes 
only one-half milk. Cow’s milk is not rendered indigestible by the absolute 
amount of solid constituents, but either by theirthemical condition or their 
proportions to each other being different, neither of which conditions is in- 
fluenced by dilution. Not only does too great dilution deprive the child of 
nutriment, but it renders the milk more indigestible, for the author’s experi- 
ments have shown, the more diluted the milk the more firm does its coagu- 
lum become. He has seen many children thrive well when fed from their 
birth upon undiluted milk, and especially when they could drink it fresh ; 
and if given dilated at all, not more than a fourth, or at most a third of 
water should be added, to be left off after some months. 

Among all the differences between cow’s and human milk, the proportion 
of caseum is the most important, for not only is this more abundant, but it 
coagulates with more difficulty. While that of human milk coagulates into 
a loose, flocculent jelly, the caseum of cow’s milk hardens into large firm 
lumps, which are with difficulty soluble, easily disturb digestion, and are 
often found unchanged in the stools. This alone constitutes the difficulty in 
nourishing infants upon cow’s milk, and it also forms the best test for ascer- 
taining the digestion of the milk. To remove this by coagulation, and feed 
the infants upon the whey would be to deprive the milk of some of its most 
precious constituents. Our object must be to render the coagulum as little 
firm as possible. Dilution only renders it more so, while the addition of half 
a teaspoonful of puly. acacize to each cup of milk exerts a very good effect, 
the coagulum then taking on the appearance of a loose jelly. Such milk is 
well borne, and the undigested lumps of caseum are no longer found in the 
better-colored stools. 

Human milk is sweeter, and the addition of sugar to cow’s milk is the 
more required the more diluted this is used. Sugar of milk is most to be 
preferred, although it sweetens less. Its sweetening power is, however, in- 
creased by the addition of a minute quantity of salt. 
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Addition of salts to cow’s milk is unnecessary, as these are already more 
abundant than in human milk. In order to prevent acidification of the 
milk, and especially in summer, it is desirable to add a little chalk before 
boiling the milk, or, in the case of constipation, magnesia. Cow’s milk re- 
quires as little assistance from other articles of diet as does the human 
milk. When the development of the child is sufficiently advanced, and es- 
pecially if several teeth have appeared, vegetable nutriment may be added, 
as biscuit, or roll, and, later, gruel. These substances should be well soaked 
in water or weak broth, and a little salt, not sugar, added as a condiment. 

If the suckling infant is the subject of diarrhoea, we must not all at once 
alter its food, but rather change the diet of the nurse, or, if necessary, em- 
ploy another. When the employment of cow’s milk with farinaceous or 
gummy substances cannot be borne, and an exhausting diarrhoea continues, 
we should substitute raw yelk of egg in a decoction of grits.—Am. Journ. 
of Medical Science. 


Use of Belladonna in arresting Secretions of Milk in Swollen and Painful 
Breasts.—Dr. S. Willey, of St. Paul, reports (Cincinnati Med. Obs.) the fol- 
lowing use of belladonna in arresting secretions of milk in swollen and 
painful breasts :— 

Upon reading Dr. Gooldgn’s article in my number of the London Lancet 
for October (not August), I resolved to make early trial of the remedy, and 
five cases have been furnished me of tumefied and painful breasts, not differ- 
ing in any essential feature from those reported by Dr. G., in which the free 
use of extract of belladonna to the areolz has acted like a specific in every 
instance. Once only did assistance seem required—citrate of magnesia having 
been given where protracted constipation obtained. Notes of the cases were 
kept without the remotest idea of publication, until I saw the article copied 
into the Observer for December. I hand you two extracts from my note book. 

Mrs. B., aged 18, child aged 11 months, commenced menstruating. regularly 
five months after birth of child ; catamenia not occurring on 12th November, 
when expected, together with the appearance of an obstinate diarrhoea in the 
child, induced weaning, which was soon followed by distended and painful 
breasts. Ordered that the breasts should be well drawn, and an ointment 
composed of ext. belladonna and simple cerate, two-thirds of the former to one 
of the latter, to be rubbed upon the nipples and areole every two hours. Three 
hours subsequently, found breast flaccid and free from pain, much to the ex- 
pressed wonder of the lady, and the concealed surprise of myself. No re-filling. 

Mrs. P., aged 21, having lost second child, aged 7 months, suddenly suf- 
fered with red, turgid and throbbing breasts, pain much aggravated by 
riding to the cemetery, two miles distant—temperature 12° F. below zero. 
The application of belladonna to the entire breasts was made in this case, and 
complete relief was obtained in six hours. Extreme dilatation of the pupils 
with strabismus, was produced, which passed away soon after the adminis- 
tration of paregoric in hot brandy sling. This was the only case where 
other than the nipples and areole were anointed.—N. O. Med. News and Hosp. 
Gazette. 





